Thursday,  February  11, 1993 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Published  Since  1877 


Pastor  says  power  of  prayer  built  world’s  largest  church 


MARIETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The 
soft-spoken  Korean  pastor  told 
how  he  prayed  five  hours  a  day 
when  he  started  his  first  church  in 
1958.  Today,  he  said,  he  spends  at 
least  three  hours  daily  in  personal 


prayer,  as  well  as  an  additional 
hour  leading  an  early  morning 
prayer  meeting. 

That  foundation  has  bred  suc¬ 
cess.  The  pastor,  keynote  speaker 
for  a  conference  on  “The  Growing 


Fervent  prayers 
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Hnrinn  Ic"00,!  Ch0‘  Th.18  wom?n.  wearing  traditional  korean  dressy 
prays  during  a  Sunday  morning  service  at  Bongsu  Christian  Church  She 


-  - -  -  vfviomuQig  ai  Ulo  UMUI  Ul 
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By  James  Dotson 

Church”  at  Johnson  Ferry  Church 
in  Marietta,  Ga.,  was  David  “Paul” 
Yonggi  Cho,  pastor  of  the 
700,000-member  Yoido  Full 
Gospel  Church  in  Seoul. 

The  church  —  the  world’s  largest 
—  pioneered  such  established  min¬ 
istry  concepts  as  home  cell  groups, 
serving  as  a  model  of  church 
growth  around  the  world.  But  Cho 
said  the  secret  of  success  in  his 
church,  as  well  as  others  that  have 
led  one  of  the  world’s  strongest 
revivals  ever,  is  nothing  new. 

“Prayer  is  the  key  to  church 
growth,”  he  said  during  the  open¬ 
ing  session  of  the  late-January  con¬ 
ference. 

The  conference,  which  focused 
on  church  growth  both  in  Korea 
and  the  United  States,  also  featured 
Billy  Kim,  pastor  of  the  10,000- 
member  Central  Baptist  Church  in 
Suwon,  Korea,  and  a  friend  of  the 
Assemblies  of  God  pastor. 

Each  Sunday  at  the  Yoido  Full 
Gospel  Church,  15,000  to  17,000 
people  pack  the  main  auditorium 
seven  tunes  for  services,  three  of 
which  include  preaching  by  Cho. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  others 
watch  the  services  by  television  in 
other  buildings  on  the  church  cam¬ 
pus  or  by  live  satellite  broadcast  at 
other  sites  throughout  the  city.  The 
church  sponsors  some  240  mis¬ 
sionaries  around  the  world.  One 
satellite  congregation  in  Japan,  a 
country  not  yet  widely  receptive  to 
the  gospel,  has  5,000  members. 

Cho  said  he  began  his  first 
church  in  an  old  tent  once  owned 
by  the  U.S.  Marines  in  1958.  His 
focus  on  prayer  came  easy  at  that 
time,  he  said. 

“I  had  nothing  else  to  do,”  he 
said.  “With  only  five  members,  it 
does  not  take  much  time  to  visit” 


Each  morning,  Cho  said,  his  own 
regimen  is  to  get  up  at  3:30  a.m., 
pray  for  an  hour,  then  lead  a  half- 
hour  Bible  study  and  one-hour 
prayer  meeting  at  his  church. 

“That  kind  of  life  is  not  easy.  But 
you  should  sacrifice  in  order  to 
have  revival  in  your  church,”  he 
told  the  pastors.  , 

Cho  told  of  a  telephone  call  he 
received  one  morning  from  his 
mother-in-law,  who  he  says  has 
helped  keep  him  committed  to 
prayer. 

“Shame  on  you.  It’s  already  5 
a.m.,”  Cho  said  she  told  him.  “We 
are  all  waiting  on  you  in  the 
church.  We  are  wondering  if 
you’re  still  Christian.”  Cho  rushed 
to  the  church  and  took  the  plat¬ 
form,  only  to  be  greeted  by  laugh¬ 
ter.  He  was  still  wearing  his  paja¬ 
mas. 

Despite  his  candor,  Cho  said  he 
has  found  the  need  for  prayer  time 
has  increased  as  his  church  has 
grown.  In  1979,  he  said,  he  was 
faced  with  increasing  pressures  of 
ministry  that  had  forced  him  to  cut 
back  on  his  prayer  life.  His  leader¬ 
ship  —  consisting  of  500  elders 
and  50,000  deacons  —  had  asked 
him  to  devote  more  time  to  visiting 
members,  but  he  instead  decided 
prayer  was  more  important 
But  Cho  said  it  is  not  the  sched¬ 
uling  of  time  but  the  content  that 
makes  it  difficult  for  many  people 
to  pray  for  extended  periods.  Usu¬ 
ally,  he  said,  an  untrained  person 
can  pray  for  only  about  30  minutes 
before  running  out  of  things  to  say 
to  God. 

He  described  several  model 
prayers  that  have  been  helpful  in 
his«prayer  life,  including  a  prayer 
pattern  based  on  the  Hebrew 
Tabernacle,  from  the  outer  courts 


to  the  Holy  of  Holies. 

“In  my  mind  I  just  go  through  the 
whole  Tabernacle  and  pray,”  he 
said.  The  bronze  altar  in  the  court¬ 
yard  symbolizes  the  cross  of  Cal¬ 
vary  and  the  shed  blood  of  Christ, 
and  he  spends  time  in  praise  and 
worship  to  God  for  that  gift.  Other 
stops  include  prayer  of  confession, 
prayer  for  wisdom,  reflection  on 
the  Scripture,  and  praise  to  the 
Father. 

“Those  processes  prepare  me 
100%  to  present  my  personal 
requests”  as  he  reaches  the  Holy  of 
Holies,  he  said. 

He  compared  the  regimen  to  a 
spiritual  “jogging  course.” 

Billy  Kim,  a  Korean  Baptist  who 
often  travels  with  Cho,  said  the 
focus  on  prayer  is  not  unique  to 
Pentecostals  in  Korea,  nor  is  rapid 
church  growth.  The  largest 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  con¬ 
gregations,  with  about  100,000 
members  each,  also  are  in  Seoul. 

‘Today  we  organize  instead  of 
agonizing  on  our  knees  before 
God.  Dr.  Cho  is  an  ordinary  man, 
yet  God  laid  his  hand  on  him. 
Why?  Because  a  long  time  ago  he 
found  the  secret  to  the  power  of 
prayer,”  Kim  said. 

The  Koreans  also  are  often  more 
willing  than  American  Christians 
to  share  their  faith  with  others  — 
even  to  strangers  on  the  streets, 
Kim  said. 

“If  we  get  our  American  church¬ 
es  to  do  that  I  believe  revival  will 
come.  But  very  seldom  do  you  find 
American  churches  out  there  doing 
that  because  you  are  afraid  you 
will  offend,”  he  said.  “...The  rea¬ 
son  Paul  Cho’s  church  is  growing 
is  his  people  are  everywhere.” 

Dotson  is  associate  editor, 
Georgia  CHRISTIAN  INDEX. 


issionaries  escape 


LUANDA,  Angola  —  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Curt  is  Dixon 
and  Don  Mins  hew  escaped  unhamjpd  from  a  grenade  Mast  in  a  mis¬ 
sionary  compound  where  the  men  slept  Dec.  31.  The  two  had 
returned  to  Luanda,  Angola,  to  check  on  a  missionary  home  emptied 
following  renewed  fighting  between  government  forces  and  rebels. 
Dixon,  of  Stroud,  Ok  la.,  and  Minshew,  of  Macon,  Ga.,  don’t  know 
why  someone  tossed  the  hand  grenade  over  the  mission  home’s  wall. 
Minshew  and  his  wife,  Carol,  are  now  in  Kenya,  where  he 
temporarily  at  the  Baptist  seminary.  If  fighting  in  Angola  continues, 
the  Dixons  may  have  to  take  temporary  assignments  ip  other  parts  of 
Africa. 


CATACAMAS,  Honduras  —  Four  Mexican  Baptist  students  spent 
January  serving  as  student  missionaries  in  Honduras,  according  to 
Stsokj  Stumps,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  Honduras.  The  stu¬ 
dents  ministered  in  Catacamas  with  Mexican  Baptist  missionaries 
who  work  with  the  Honduras  Baptist  Convention.  Their  travel 
expenses  were  paid  by  mission  offerings  of  the  eight  Baptist  student 
centers  of  the  National  Baptist  Convention  of  Mexico.  During  their 
stay  they  also  planned  to  discuss  Baptist  student  work  in  Mexico 
with  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Frank  Harrison,  who  recently  start¬ 
ed  a  ministry  to  university  students  in  San  Pe<fro  Sula. 


New  seminary 


HONG  KONG  —  The  Hong  Kong  Baptist  Convention  granted 
approval  for  Hong  Kong  Baptist  Seminary  to  build  a  new  canpus  for 
the  seminary.  By  trading  the  land  on  which  the  seminary  is  now 
located  to  a  local  property  development  company,  the  seminary  will 
receive  a  new  campus  built  to  its  specifications  and  a  development 
fund  worth  the  equivalent  of  more  than  $14  million.  The  anticipated 
moving  date  is  the  fall  of  1994. 


ASUNCION,  Paraguay  —  About  1,000  people  became  Christians 
during  recent  evangelistic  campaigns  in  Paraguay  led  by  a  team  of 
Bolivian  Baptists  and  Southern  Baptist  missionaries.  The  team  made 
a  56-hour  overland  trip  through  Brazil  to  lead  campaigns  in  about 
100  Paraguayan  churches.  It  was  reportedly  the  first  joint  evangelts 
tic  effort  between  the  two  major  Baptist  conventions  in  Bolivia. 


French  Camp  Academy,  located  in  Northeast  Mississippi  along  the 
Natchez  Trace,  is  one  of  Mississippi’s  oldest  private  schools.  Orga¬ 
nized  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  1M3,  the  school  now  enrolls 

students  from  a  variety  of  denominations  with  the  largest  number _ 

42%  —  claiming  a  Baptist  affiliation  In  addition,  the  school’s  board 
of  trustees,  which  aammed  ownership  of  the  school  in  1950,  afro  rep- 


1  New  university] 


BANDUNG,  Indonesia  —  After  yean  of  effort,  the  Baptist  Associ¬ 
ation  in  Bandung  has  received  permission  to  open  a  university  in  stu¬ 
dent  center  facilities  in  the  city.  Classes  were  scheduled  to  begin  m 
schools  of  business  and  theology.  The  university  will  provide  an 
alternative  for  training  church  leadership  in  the  populous  region  of 
lava.  The  government  closed  seminary  extensions  centers 
recently. 


¥ 
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Editor’s  Notfrow 

Travel  ye  the  old  paths 


Is  there  a  new  way  to  do  evange-  being  presented  by  (and  the  impact  another  person.”  Frank  Nevius 
lism?  There  are  many  ways  to  be  is  much  greater  with)  a  missionary  .  once  made  a  plea  for  missionaries 
evangelistic  but  most  of  them  have  in  the  flesh.  to  come  to  China  saying,  “No 

been  around  for  almost  two  mil-  There  is  now  talk  of  computeriz-  great  preachers  needed  but  one 
lennia  or  more.  Jonah,  the  most  ing  the  gospel  message  and  in  a  who  can  talk  face  to  face.”  Are  we 
effective  urban  evangelist  who  brief  time  it  could  be  on  every  apt  to  improve  on  this? 
ever  lived,  used  street  preaching.  computer.  Other  ideas  from  auto-  It  has  been  said  that  a  preacher 
In  this  century  mass  evangelism  matic  fax  service  to  a  17-minute  who  limits  his  witnessing  to  the 
in  the  huge  stadiums  of  the  world  Sunday  worship  which  includes  a  pulpit  is  a  backslider.  Training  10 
was  used  with  telling  effect.  Billy  prayer,  two  verses  of  a  hymn  (your  others  to  witness  effectively  is 
Graham  perfected  this  method  and  selection),  one  solo,  and  an  eight  more  important  than  winning  10  to 
can  still  pack  out  stadiums  in 
many  parts  of  the  world.  There 
were  some  evangelists  who 
believed  the  huge  playing  fields  of 

the  world  were  meant  for  this,  heard  during  exit  would  likely  be. 

However,  this  prophecy  has  yet  to  “Take  Time  to  be  Holy.”  The 
be  fulfilled,  for  the  gospel  has  only  gospel  blimp  idea  is  never  far  from 
been  proclaimed  in  a  few  of  them.  us. 

Then  the  television  marketeers 
hit  the  circuit.  Indeed  we  said, 

“This  is  it.”  You  could  speak  to 
the  entire  country  at  one  time. 

Mass  conversions  would  follow 

and  the  world  could  hear  the  ing”  to  save  those  who  believe, 
gospel  in  our  generation.  This  preaching  may  be  to  a  thou- 

In  Africautwre  tribal  group  sand  or  to  one  person.  C.E. 
delayed  their  annual  trek  for  a  Matthews  called  it  “Every  Christ- 
week,  in  order  to  see  the  last  ian’s  Job”  and  said,  ”soul-winners 
episode  of  “Dallas.”  If  a  soap  are  made  and  no  Christian  is  a  nat- 
opera  could  do  this,  what  would  ural  bom  soul-winner.” 
the  cleansing  power  of  the  gospel  The  church  is  to  train  and  equip 
do?  TV  personalities  blossomed  disciples  to  present  the  gospel  to 
with  a  half-dozen  raking  in  huge  others.  Just  recently  a  pastor 
amounts  of  money.  Then  scams 

and  scandals  reduced  this  dramati-  for  visitation  after  a  Witness 
cally  and  we  continued  searching  Involvement  Now  (WIN)  confer- 
for  new  methods.  This  method  is  ence.  Three  people  were  saved  that 
not  to  be  discounted  as  evidenced  evening  and  dozens  of  others  were 
by  our  own  Baptist  Hour  being  recipients  of  the  church’s  ministry, 
shown  in  many  Russian  cities.  Clay  Trumbull  in  1901  said. 

However,  there  is  something  “God’s  chosen  way  to  win  souls  to 
unique  in  an  incarnation  gospel  Christ  is  by  one  person  leading  we  return  to  it. 


minute  sermon.  The  last  minute  Christ. 

can  be  used  to  gather  your  stuff  for  We  need  again  to  hear  the  words 
the  dash  to  the  golf  course.  The  of  Lee  Scarborough,  once  president 
invitation  hymn  which  could  be  of  Southwestern  Seminary:  “The 

pre-eminent  spirit  of  soul-winning 
evangelism  in  the  ministry  will 
prevent  many  sorrows,  troubles, 
and  trials  in  the  churches.  It  will 
Really,  is  there  a  new  way  to  do  cure  divisions,  it  will  heal  broken 
evangelism?  Methods  can  always  fellowships,  it  will  build  the  old 
be  improved,  but  the  message  waste  places,  and  preserve  our  loy- 
should  remain  the  same.  It  pleased  alty  to  the  truth.  It  will  cure  the 

natural  tendency  toward  formal¬ 
ism,  ceremonialism,  and  ritualism. 
It  will  keep  churches  from  becom¬ 
ing  class  centers,  and  the  formation 
of  clannish  spirit.  It  will  be  the  mil¬ 
itant  morale  and  spirit  challenging, 
enlightening,  quickening,  sending 
forth  a  great  army  of  God  to  take 
the  world  for  Christ.” 

A  Buddhist  monk  once  declared 
that,  “to  eastern  religions  it 
shared  with  me  that  he  had  95  out  appears  that  Christianity  has 

reached  the  adolescence  stage 
when  the  child  is  slightly  ashamed 
of  his  father  and  embarrassed 
when  talking  about  him.” 

One-on-one,  verbal  communica¬ 
tion  is  a  method  that  is  effective 


“Every  person  is  not  like  me!  Each  man  is  dif¬ 
ferent...  but  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  came  to 
affirm  and  forgive  every  man.  ALL...  He  came  to 
all,  for  all  —  he  is  incarnated  because  of  all.” 

—  Dick  Brogan,  excerpted  from  Not  Our  Kind 
of  Folks?,  Broaaman,  1978 

The  middle  nafrie  is 
Missionary 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  “WMU  churches,  but  never  elicited  such  a 
likened  to  adulterers”  statement  of  statement 

John  Jackson  (see  Baptist  Record,  Perhaps  the  biggest  disappoint- 
Feb.  4,  “FMB  trustees  chairman  ment  is  the  silence  of  SBC  leader- 
decries  WMU  decision”).  He  is  a  ship.  Of  all  people,  the  FMB 
California  pastor,  presently  chair-  trustees  and  Don  Kammerdiener, 
man  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  the  Home  Mission  Board’s 
trustees,  and  has  been  a  “loose  can-  Larry  Lewis  should  have  called  his 
non”  in  the  SBC  house  for  some  hand. 

time.  The  SBC  Executive  officers  have 

In  effect  he  said  the  SBC  and  the  been  quiet  and  the  Baptist  Sunday 
WMU  had  had  a  love-relationship  School  Board’s  pen  is  silent  Will 
which  racial  prejudice  and  hatred  An  editorial,  published  in  the  for  104  years,  but  now  the  WMU  die  FMB  trustees  censor  Jackson  in 
brought  forth  death,  smoke,  and  Baptist  Record  on  August  6  has  invited  a  new  lover  in  (the  their  next  meeting? 
ati'on  earlier  of  three  Civil  Rights  destruction  to  Mississippi.  Men  (1964),  deplored  the  church  bum-  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship),  The  WMU  spumed  the  sugges- 

and  this  was  akin  to  adultery.  Jack-  tion  of  the  SBC  to  become  an 
son  defended  his  statement  by  say-  agency  of  the  SBC.  For  over  a  cell¬ 
ing  the  analogy  is  valid  if  .“what  tury  the  auxiliary  status  has  served 
appears  to  be  so  is  so.”  the  SBC  well.  It’s  not  broken;  why 

Whatever  position  you  hold  on  try  to  fix  itT'The  middle  name  of 
the  WMU  action,  there  must  be  the  WMU  is  “missionary,”  lets 
enough  Christian  spirit  among  us  keep  it  that  way. 
to  resent  such  a  crass  analogy.  The  John  Jackson  owes  an  apology  to 
Sunday  School  Board  has  sold  the  WMU,  indeed,  to  all  Southern 
books  and  literature  to  CBF  Baptists.  —  GH 


Smoke  Over  Mississippi 


By  Oren  Renick 

Following  is  an  excerpt  from  an  faced  by  those  who  dared  to  advo-  ties,  in  addition  to  receiving  threat- 
article  written  by  Renick  which  cate  the  cause  of  Civil  Rights,  ening  and  obscene  telephone  calls 
appears  in  the  Winter  1993  issue  What  the  movie  does  not  tell  us  is  at  his  home.  In  1960,  while  returo- 
of  the  journal  Search  published  by  that  statewide  more  than  40  such  ing  to  Jackson  after  speaking  at  a 
and  with  permission  of  The  Baptist  burnings  of  houses  of  worship  rural  black  church,  Davis  was 
Sunday  School  Board.  Renick,  a  occurred.  And,  as  ironic  as  it  may  stopped  at  a  roadblock  by  1 1 
native  of  Texas,  received  his  BA.,  seem  to  many,  William  Penn  assailants,  pulled  from  his  car,  and 
MA..  and  J.IX.  degrees  at  Missis-  Davis,  a  white  Southern  Baptist  beatea  In  spite  of  the  abusive  acts 
sippi  College.  -  Mississippi  minister,  provided  (he  directed  at  him  and  his  family  by 

The  controversial  and  critically  inspiration  and  the  leadership  that  the  racist  element,  Davis  never 
acclaimed  1989  movie  “Mrssissip-  resulted  in  rebuilding  42  burned  spoke  publicly  of  those  incidents 
pi  Burning”  returned  the  con-  churches.  and  never  wavered  in  his  commit- 

sciousness  of  the  nation  to  the  Summer  1964  was  a  time  in  ment. 
troubling  year  of  1964.  The  movie 
depicts  the  brutal  murders  a  gener- 

workers  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  obsessed  with  racial  haired  were  ings  and  called  for  reconstructing 
climate  of  racial  hatred  and  intol-  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  them  with  efforts  to  improve 
e ranee  that  encouraged  such  bru-  Throughout  this  dreadful  time  understanding  between  all  people, 
tality.  In  telling  about  the  investi-  Bill  Davis  worked  with  the  black  Those  opposed  to  the  lawlessness 
gation  of  the  murders,  “Mississippi  leaders  of  Mississippi.  Much  of  his  in  the  state  were  beginning  to 
Burning"  uses  scenes  depicting  the  efforts  involved  educating  black  unite.  This  editorial  by  Joe  T. 
firebombing  and  burning  of  black  ministers  through  the  Mississippi  Odle,  “Smoke  over  Mississippi,” 
churches  throughout  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary.  He  suffered  read  in  part:  “There  has  been 
as  a  recurring  symbol  to  dramatize  repercussions  and  name-calling  smoke  over  Mississippi  during 
the  real  and  imminent  danger  because  of  his  Civil  Rights  activi-  (See  SMOKE  on  page  10) 
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Relations  group  says 
SBC  charge  ‘obsession’ 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Officials 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Denomina¬ 
tional  Relations  Information,  Inc., 
say  charges  by  SBC  officials  that 
the  group  has  no  right  to  the  name 
“Southern  Baptist”  are  proof  of  a 
“fundamentalist  obsession  to 
impose  its  conformity  upon  all 
Southern  Baptists  in  older  to  gain 
absolute  control  over  all  individu¬ 
als  and  churches  as  it  has  over  all 
SBC  institutions.” 

But  James  P.  Guenther,  Nash¬ 
ville-based  counsel  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  said  the 
group  has  tried  to  portray  his 
request  to  conform  to  Tennessee 
law  “as  being  part  of  some  bigger 
issue.” 

Guenther’s  firm  sent  a  Jan.  8  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Tennessee-based  denom¬ 
inational  relations  groups  asking  it 
to  cease  using  the  name  “Southern 
Baptist.” 

In  a  Jan.  29  Baptist  Press  article 
Guenther  said  the  group’s  use  of 


the  name  “Southern  Baptist” 
heightens  the  chance  of  the  public 
and  SBC  constituency  being  mis¬ 
led  into  thinking  the  group  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  SBC.  Tennessee  is. 
the  home  of  nine  of  the  SBC’s  19 
entities,  eight  of  them  in  Nashville, 
which  also  is  the  home  of  the  SBC 
building. 

The  denominational  relations 
group’s  news  release  said  the 
request  by  Guenther  “reflects  only 
a  minuscule  facet  of  the  vital  issue 
that  is  central  to  the  ongoing  wit¬ 
ness  and  work  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  More  specifically,  have  the 
principal  characteristics  by  which 
the  fundamentalist  religion  is  typi¬ 
fied  been  irreversibly  embedded  in 
the  practices  embraced  by  SBC 
leadership?” 

The  group  charged  that  other 
groups  are  using  the  name  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  and  identified  the 
“Southern  Baptist  Advocate,  pos- 
(See  OBSESSION  on  page  10) . 


Overseas  baptisms  hit 
new  high;  membership 


passes  3  million  mark 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionaries  an<l  their 
overseas  Baptist  partners  baptized 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
new  believers  around  the  world  in 
1992. 

The  251,901  baptisms,  a  new  high, 
topped  1991’s  record  total  by  8%. 

Missionaries  and  international 
Baptists  —  assisted  by  more  than 
11,000  volunteers,  students,  and 


tentmakers  —  also  started  1,606 
churches  last  year.  That  represents  a 
nearly  6%  jump  over  1991  ’s  church 
starts. 

All  churches  related  to  Southern 
Baptist  foreign  missions  jumped  to 
about  32,800,  a  4,865,  or  17.4%, 
increase.  Total  church  membership 
topped  3  million  for  the  first  time, 
climbing  463,000  to  more  than  3.4 
million,  a  15.5%  rise. 


Cooperative  Program 
gifts  up  14%  in  January 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Cooperative 
Program  receipts  for  January  were 
up  14.4%  over  the  same  month  a 
year  ago,  according  to  Morris  H. 
Chapman,  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  SBC  Exec¬ 
utive  committee.  January  gifts 
totaled  $14,292,208  compared  to 
that  same  month  in  1992  of 
$12,492,681,  or  an  increase  of 
$1,799,527.  The  1992-93  SBC 
monthly  basic  operating  budget 
requirement  is  $11,683,366.  The 


current  year’s  SBC  Cooperative 
Allocation  Budget  is 
$140,200,395.  For  the  fiscal  year 
to  date  (October  through  January), 
gifts  are  up  3.91%  over  the  previ¬ 
ous  year:  $47,764,008  versus 
$45,965,592,  or  an  increase  of 
$1,798,416.  Designated  gifts  also 
were  up  in  January  1993  by  nearly 
$3.5  million.  Those  gifts  totaled 
$21,986,820  in  January  compared 
to  that  same  month  a  year  ago  of 
$18,495,616,  an  increase  of 
$3,491,204  or  18.88%. 


Mississippi  gives  almost 
$2  million  to  J anuary  CP 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave 
$1,921,685  through  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  in  January,  according 
to  Bill  Causey,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  which  distrib¬ 
utes  the  funds. 

The  January  amount  was  $500,240 
less  than  that  given  in  January  of 
1992,  but  is  $50,685  (or  2.71%) 
higher  than  the  pro  rata  amount  of 
the  total  1993  budget.  The  1993 


budget  needs  to  average  $1,871,000 
in  order  to  raise  the  amount 
approved  by  messengers  to  the  1992 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

The  1993  Cooperative  Program 
budget  for  Mississippi  Baptists  is 
$22,452,000.  A  total  of  37%  of 
this  money  goes  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  causes  worldwide.  The  rest 
funds  leader  training,  missions, 
education,  and  child  care  causes 
inside  Mississippi. 
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HMB  report:  bivocational 

s 

churches  strong  in  baptisms 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Although 
smaller  and  less  affluent  than  other 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  congre¬ 
gations  with  bivocational  pastors 
have  a  higher  rate  of  baptisms  and 
hold  their  own  in  other  key  statis¬ 
tics,  according  to  a  report  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board. 

“It’s  encouraging  for  those  bivo¬ 
cational  pastors,  particularly  in  new 
work  areas,  that  the  church  doesn’t 
necessarily  have  to  suffer  because 
they’re  working  another  job,”  said 
Steve  Whitten,  author  of  the  report 
and  associate  director  of  the  HMB 
program  research  department. 

More  than  25%  of  all  Southern 
Baptist  churches  have  a  bivoca¬ 
tional  pastor,  but  some  question 
whether  their  work  is  valued  as 
much  as  their  fully  funded  counter¬ 
parts.  This  report,  church-starting 
leaders  say,  proves  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  pastors  who  work  a  secular 
job  to  support  their  ministry. 

The  study,  based  on  1991  Uni¬ 
form  Church  Letter  reports  from 
constituted  churches,  found  con¬ 
gregations  with  bivocational  pas¬ 
tors  have  4.1  baptisms  for  every 
100  resident  members.  Churches 
with  noo-bivocational  pastors  have 
a  baptism  rate  of  3.8. 

“Because  the  pastor  is  bivoca¬ 
tional,  there  may  be  broader  lay 


involvement  in  doing  evangelism,” 
Whitten  said. 

The  study  also  found  bivocation¬ 
al  churches  compare  favorably  to 
non-  bi  vocational  churches  in  other 
categories,  including  the  percent¬ 
age  of  budget  going  to  missions 
and  the  percentage  of  resident 
members  attending  Sunday  School. 

At  least  9,470  Southern  Baptist 
churches  have  bivocational  pastors, 
according  to  the  study.  While  that 
is  30%  of  churches  reporting  to 
have  pastors,  those  churches  have 
only  12%  of  tire  resident  members. 

Tbe  actual  number  of  bivocation¬ 
al  churches  is  probably  higher, 
HMB  church  extension  leaders 
said.  African-American  and  ethnic 
churches,  which  have  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  pastors  working  a  secu¬ 
lar  job,  often  don’t  fill  out  the  Uni¬ 
form  Church  Letter,  leaders  said. 

Willie  McPherson,  HMB  director 
of  black  church  extension,  estimat¬ 
ed  more  than  50%  of  black  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  have  bivoca¬ 
tional  pastors. 

The  term  “bivocational”  does  not 
translate  well  into  other  languages, 
often  suggesting  the  pastor’s  secu¬ 
lar  job  is  more  important  than  the 
ministry  calling,  ethnic  church 
starters  say.  Instead,  they  use  the 
term  “messengers  of  the  word.” 


More  than  40%  of  ethnic  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  are  led  by 
such  pastors,  said  Rodney  Webb, 
HMB  director  of  language  church 
starting. 

Charles  Chaney,  HMB  extension 
vice  president,  said  he  believes 
comparisons  of  equal-size  churches 
would  show  bivocational  churches 
are  just  as  effective  as  non-bivoca- 
tionals.  Bivocational  pastors  were 
instrumental  in  the  growth  of  the 
convention,  said  Chaney.  “The 
West  was  won,  virtually,  by  men 
who  made  their  own  living  and 
bootlegged  the  gospel.” 

Today,  bivocational  pastors  are 
“absolutely  crucial”  to  the  Home 
Mission  Board’s  church-starting 
strategy,  he  said. 

New  work  areas  for  Southern 
Baptists  are  especially  dependent 
on  bivocational  pastors  and  volun¬ 
teers,  said  Allen  Baldwin,  church 
starter  strategist  with  the  Frontier 
Association  in  western  New  York 
state. 

There  are  9,470  bivocational  pas¬ 
tors  in  the  SBC.  Montana  has  the 
highest  percentage,  49.2%  of  the 
pastors  are  bivocational  and  Mary- 
land-Delaware  has  15.2%.  Missis¬ 
sippi  has  1,738  churches  with  pas¬ 
tors  and  506  churches  with  bivoca¬ 
tional  pastors,  a  29.1%. 


Young’ s  nine  study  groups  are 
meeting,  will  report  progress 

^  By  Linda  Lawson 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Nine 
study  groups  named  in  September 
1992  by  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  President  Ed  Young  have 
been  meeting,  and  chairpersons 
will  gather  in  April  to  report  on 
their  progress. 

Young  appointed  co-chairper¬ 
sons  of  the  nine  groups  who  then 
worked  with  Young  to  select 
members.  He  named  Sunday 
School  Board  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.  general  chairman  of  the 
process. 

“We  will  be  meeting  in  April  to 
discuss  with  all  of  the  chairpersons 
the  work  of  their  groups  and  come 
to  a  good  report  on  their  work,” 
Draper  said. 

The  work  of  the  theological 
study  group  “may  result  in  a  state¬ 
ment  of  convictions  as  well  as  spe¬ 
cific  recommendations,”  according 
to  Timothy  George*,  dean  of  the 
Beeson  Divinity  School  at  Sam- 
ford  University,  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Co-chair  is  Roy  Honeycutt,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  Seminary, 


Louisville,  Ky. 

The  group  was  instructed  by 
Young  to  use  as  foundational  doc¬ 
uments  the  1963  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  statement,  the  1987 
report  and  recommendations  of  the 
SBC  Peace  Committee,  and  the 
1978  and  1982  Chicago  State¬ 
ments  on  Biblical  Inerrancy. 

“We  pray  for  true  revival  and 
genuine  reconciliation  within  our 
beloved  denomination  and  trust 
that  our  efforts  will  contribute  to 
these  goals,”  George  said.  The  11- 
member  group  met  Nov.  13K-14  in 
Birmingham  and  plans  future 
meetings  in  Louisville  and  Dallas. 

George  said  the  committee  voted 
to  pursue  its  work  in  confidentiali¬ 
ty  although  “we  welcome  and  seek 
input  from  all  Southern  Baptists.” 

Outreach  and  evangelism  are  the 
focus  of  the  work  of  three  groups 
on  reaching  the  world,  reaching 
youth  and  children,  and  reaching 
America. 

The  reaching  the  world  study 
group,  chaired  by  Charles  Fuller, 


pastor  of  First  Church  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  and  Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Orlando,  Fla.,  met  Feb. 
4-5  in  Orlando  and  {dans  a  second 
meeting  in  mid-March  in  Atlanta. 

“We  want  to  see  where  we’ve 
been,  where  we  are,  what  we’ve 
done  right  that  needs  to  be  contin¬ 
ued  and  enlarged  upon  and,  in 
tight  of  the  changing  world,  just 
what  we  ought  to  suggest  for  the 
future  in  world  missions,”  Fuller 
said.  “We  understand  we’re  not 
the  committee  to  strategize;  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  that 
assignment.  Our  assignment,  tike 
all  these  other  task  force  commit¬ 
tees,  is  to  offer  suggestions,  rec¬ 
ommendations,  and  observations." 

Members  of  the  reaching  youth 
and  children  study  group,  which 
plans  a  second  meeting  Feb.  15-16 
in  Dallas,  have  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  increase  the  numbers  of 
teenagers  being  baptized  in  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches,  reported  co- 
chair  Dwight  (Ike)  Reighard, 
(Sec  STUDY  on  page  8) 


Troubled  lottery  bill  is  dead; 
CAC  warns  against  apathy 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  II 

On  Feb.  2,  the  Senate  Finance  the  lottery  corporation  would  not 
Committee  adjourned  without  have  to  collect  it  and  the  state 
taking  any  action  on  the  state-  wofild  lose  the  sales  tax  that 
operated  lottery  bill  and  thus  would  have  been  charged  if  the 
allowed  the  bill  to  die.  same  money  had  been  spent  on 

Approval  of  a  lottery  seemed  legitimate  goods  and  services. 

The  lottery  bill  died.  The  rea¬ 
sons  are  varied,  but  it  must  be 
noted  that  the  proposed  law 
would  have  been  a  sham  in  the 
face  of  good  government.  The  lot¬ 
tery  bill  was  designed  for  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  the  gambling  interests  and, 


like  any  gambling  law,  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  protect  those  from  whom 
the  citizens  need  to  be  protected. 

Proposals  to  create  a  lottery  will 
rise  again.  Citizeh  Christians 
must  be  prepared  to  analyze  the 
proposals,  address  the  issues,  and 
speak  out  when  special  interests 
attempt  to  manipulate  good  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Jones  is  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Christian  Action 
Commission,  MBC. 


t  i  U  problematic  w  hen  the  Christian 

•SSL*  ~  „  '!  \  *  '  -.K  ‘  jBt  Action  Commission  of  the  Nlis- 

- WC.  '"'t '*  ’’  Ifcfff  S,SSIPPI  Baptist  Convention 

^  revealed  in  early  January  that 

almost  half  of  the  legislative  dis- 

MEMPHIS —  Bobby  Baines  (left),  American  Red  Cross  disaster  services  tricts  in  the  state  had  voted  last 
external  relations  officer,  recognized  Jim  Oidlake  (right),  Mississippi  November  against  removing  the 
Brotherhood  associate  director,  for  his  state’s  relief  efforts  in  the  wake  of  constitutional  ban,  and  most  leg- 
Hurricanes  Andrew  and  Iniki  during  1992.  Jim  Furgerson  (far  left),  Broth-  islators  said  they  would  vote  the 
erhood  disaster  relief  director,  is  in  the  background.  (Photo  by  David  way  their  district  voted.  Since  the 
Nestor)  lottery  bill  was  a  revenue  bill, 

.  j  -p>  <1  1  11  1  60%  approval  was  required  for 

otate  orotnernood.  Isaders  Pissage  by  the  legislature.  Fur- 

thermore,  Governor  Kirk  Forth ce 
•  j  r»  j  •  ,  i  •  indicated  that  he  would  probably 

praised  tor  disaster  relief  ve*o  at*  lone*  wn  that  was  s** 

A  to  him. 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Broth-  today’s  SBC  disaster  relief  logo.  The  bill  itself  was  another  cause 
erhood  leaders  from  28  states  wjiich  includes  a  stalk  of  wheat  and  of  concern  among  many  legisla- 

received  praise  for  their  response  the  sign  of  the  fish.  tors,  since  it  was  designed  by  the 

following  Hurricanes  Andrew  and  ‘It  says  we  go  to  minister  to  meet  gambling  industry  for  its  benefit 
Iniki  while  celebrating  25  years  of  the  needs  of  people,  and  we  carry  and  did  not  look  after  the  best 
Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  min-  with  us  the  power  of  real  regenera-  interests  of  the  citizens  or  state 
istry  at  their  annual  meeting  Jan.  27-  tion,”  he  said.  government. 

30-  “Why  do  we  do  what  we  do?”  he  One  of  the  most  blatant  prob- 

“Something  like  4  million  meals  asked.  “Well,  this  coming  Sunday  lems  was  that  the  newly-created 
have  been  served,  and  thousands  morning  there  will  be  14  churches  Mississippi  Lottery  Corporation 
have  come  to  know  Christ”  in  south  and  five  missions  of  those  churches  was  exempted  from  public  bid- 
Flonda,  according  to  Cecil  Seagle,  open  in  Mexico  City  that  didn’t  ding  laws.  Generally,  any  signifi- 
director  of  Brotherhood  for  the  exist  before  the  1985  earthquake,”  cant  purchase  requires  that  a  state 
Florida  Baptist  Convention.  Seagle  adding  that  disaster  relief  units  from  agency  seek  competitive  and  pub- 
called  the  overall  Southern  Baptist  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Oklahoma,  lie  bids.  The  state  lottery  corpora- 
response  phenomenal.  and  Tex^s  were  a  catalyst  fguJW  of  tion  would  not  have  to  seek  com- 

Dixon  noted  the  symbolism  of  them.  netitive  and  nnen  hids  nn  “anu 


Church  media  libraries 
celebrate  50th  birthday 


By  Charles  Willis 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  “There  during  training  conferences  in 
should  be  a  library,”  wrote  B.W.  1992  and  through  their  profession- 
Spilman  in  1902.  “The  Sunday  al  journal,  “Church  Media  Library 
School  should  help  to  direct  the  Magazine.” 
reading  in  the  right  direction.”  This  year’s  golden  anniversary 

Spilman,  field  secretary  for  the  will  continue  to  be  celebrated  at 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  at  the  Church  Media  Library  Nation- 
the  time,  was  not  the  first  Southern  al  Seminars,  March  25-27  in 
Baptist  to  believe  churches  should  Nashville  and  April  23-24  in  Los 
have  libraries.  Messengers  to  the  Angeles,  and  for  die  final  time  at 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  the  Sunday  School  Board’s  nation- 
Baptist  Convention  had  identified  al  conference  centers  in  Glorieta 
a  need  for  libraries  as  early  as  (N.M.),  Aug.  6-13,  and  Ridgecrest 
1890,  and  when  the  Sunday  (N.C.),  July  9-16,  during  Church 
School  Board  was  a  struggling  1-  Media  Library  Leadership  confer- 
year-old  in  1 892,  the  SBC  instruct-  ences. 
ed  it  to  work  in  the  field 
of  church  library 
service. 

The  pivotal 
year  was  1943,  jHL' 
when  at  a  called  ‘ 

meeting  of  Sun-  [||| 
day  School 

B  °  a  r  d 

trustees 


In  touching  lives  with 
media,  it  is  the 
Li  using  —  read¬ 
ily  ing,  thinking, 
viewing,  learn- 
P  ing  —  that  ful¬ 
fil  fills  the  library's 
pi  purpose,” 

said. 


WMU  slates  annual 
meeting  for  March 


ssionary  Union  Zimbabwe;  Kay  Bennett,  home 
ill  be  held  Friday  missionary.  New  Orleans;  Valeria 
w.  19-20,  at  First  Sherrard,  retired  home  missionary 
.  Sessions  Friday  to  Alaska,  Mississippi’s  partner- 
p.m.;  Saturday,  ship  state;  and  other  home  and  for- 
19:30  a.m.  and  eign missionaries. 

1 :30  p.m.  This  Music  leadership  during  the  two- 
schedule  repre-  day  event  will  be  conducted  by  Mr. 
sents  a  departure  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Aultman,  New 
from  the  tradi-  Orleans  Seminary;  and  Dot  Pray, 
tional  Monday  keyboard  specialist  for  the  Music 
and  Tuesday  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
meetings,  in  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The 
hopes  of  making  “One  Voice”  music/drama  team 
it  more  conve-  will  perform  at  the  Friday  evening 
nient.  banquet. 

“Encounter  Representing  the  WMU,  SBC, 
>e  the  theme  for  will  be  Mary  Helen  Dixon,  who 
g.  A  new  feature  will  speak  onH^QH 
unity  for  partiei-  the  Second  Ccn- 
nds-on”  missions  tury  Fund. 
riciay  morning  Catherine  Allen.  Mf  f 
;ession.  A  list  of  president  of  the  vP 

ible  mission  pro-  Women's  I 


church 
media 
library 
is  serv¬ 
ing  a 


UIUU"B  J  M ■  ■■  ■  ■  genera- 

libranes  ■  lfl|JaV  M#ltion 

acquired  Imedia 

a,‘  users 

who 

reputa-  ^  _  qUe  views  from 

‘.Church  Media  library  ET 

museums  with  out-  iA/|«b  |AAm  es  pe¬ 
daled  books,  their  |WW  <  cially  regarding 

successors  have  media  formats, 

become  “media”  libraries,  re  flee-  “For  this  reason,  church  media 

live  of  the  variety  of  contemporary  library  collections  are  moving 
resources  used  by  their  customers,  intentionally  toward  a  wide  diver- 
said  Mancil  Ezell,  director  of  the  sity  to  meet  the  needs  of  inquisi- 
Church  Services  Department  five,  searching  minds,”  he  contin- 
which  includes  the  church  media  ued.  “Because  a  church  must  have 
library  program.  No  more  do  users  an  effective  ministry  in  Christian 
accept  musty  archives  to  meet  education  and  evangelistic  pro- 
their  needs.  grains,  organizational  leaders  and 

Library  directors  of  the  1990s,  media  library  staff  must  work 
with  skills  and  ministries  far  dif-  together  in  providing  these  ser- 
ferent  from  their  predecessors,  vices  vital  to  the  total  church  life  " 
began  paying  homage  to  the  past  Willis  writes  for  BSSB. 


Criswell  discusses  SBC  strife, 
future  of  First  Baptist,  Dallas 


BENTON,  Ill.  (BP)— W.A. 
Criswell,  83,  one  of  the  giants  in 
Southern  Baptist  life,  stirs  strong 
opinions  among  others.  Some  hold 
him  in  highest  honor,  almost 
seeming  to  revere  him.  Others 
ridicule  him,  almost  despise  him, 
for  his  role  in  a  controversy  that 
has  ripped  the  convention. 

The  senior  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Dallas  preached  during 
the  Southern  Illinois  Bible  and 
Evangelism  Conference  Jan.  17- 
19  in  Benton. 

A  man  of  strong  convictions,  he 
speaks  with  both  energy  and  ten¬ 
derness.  That  is  how  he  responded 
to  questions  about  the  SBC  con¬ 
troversy  during  an  interview  with 
the  Illinois  Baptist. 

An  unabashed  “fundamentalist,” 
Criswell  has  provided  much  of  the 
theological  inspiration  to  “conser¬ 
vatives”  who  now  control  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Now  that  the  controversy  has 
been  decided,  how  does  he  feel 
about  what  has  happened? 

“About  99%  of  the  time  I  cannot 
understand  what  is  happening,” 
Criswell  said.  “Now  that  may  be  a 
strange  thing  to  say,  but  it  is  all  so 
different  than  when  I  was  growing 
up. 

“I’ve  always  thought  of  Baptists 
as  being  people  of  the  Book.  Jesus 
wants  us  to  accept  him  as  Savior. 
Jesus  wants  us  to  be  baptized. 
Jesus  wants  us  to  be  faithful  in  our 
relationship  to  him  through  the 
church,  through  the  congregation. 
All  of  those  things,  to  me,  is  what 
it  is  to  be  a  Baptist 

“All  of  this  division  I  cannot 
understand,”  he  continued.  “And 
the  teaching  in  ...  so  many  of  our 
universities  I  cannot  understand. 
When  a  teacher  avows  that  the 
first  11  chapters  of  Genesis  are 
mythological  and  legendary,  when 
a  teacher  will  teach  that  Jesus  did 
not  rise  from  the  dead  physically, 
that  it  is  a  spiritual  resurrection, 
and  when  a  teacher  avows  that  the 


Bible  is  full  of  contradiction  and 
mistakes  and  errors,  I  do  not 
understand.  I  cannot  enter  into  it. 

“When  professors  in  the  univer¬ 
sity  and  when  preachers  in  the 
pulpits  avow  those  things  that  I 
have  just  mentioned,...  I  have  a 
sadness  of  heart  that  is  almost 
indescribable.” 

Criswell  said  he  realizes  many 
moderates  do  not  hold  such  posi¬ 
tions  regarding  Genesis  and  the 
resurrection  of  Christ.  But  he 
asked  in  a  soft,  pleading  voice, 
“Then  why  do  they  champion 
those  people  who  do  say  those 
things? 

“Many  of  those  moderates  are 
just  as  I  am,  and  I’m  just  as  they 
are,”  he  added. 

In  a  now  famous  remark  during 
a  1988  sermon,  Criswell  likened 
moderates  to  skunks.  He  said  he 
didn’t  plan  to  make  the  remark. 
“It  just  came  out  of  my  mouth. ...  I 
grew  up  with  the  word  liberal,  and 
all  the  years  of  my  upbringing  you 
had  conservatives  and  liberals. 
Well,  this  nomenclature  of  a  mod¬ 
erate  was  new,  you  know,  and  so  I 
made  the  remark  just  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment  that  a  skunk  by  any 
other  name  still  stinks.” 

Has  the  SBC  controversy  been 
worth  it  all? 

“The  sadness  that  has  come  to 
me  in  it  is  the  loss  of  our  institu¬ 
tions  and  the  breach  that  is  created 
between  some  of  our  dearest, 
sweetest  pastors  and  people,” 
Criswell  stated.  “That  to  me  is  * 
tragedy.” 

What  does  he  see  for  the  future? 

“I  may  be  mistaken  in  this  but  I 
have  always  feftt  that  the  great 
body  of  our  Baptists  would  stay  ... 
in  the  confines  and  organized  life 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  as  we  have  it  now,  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Program,  the  seminaries, 
our  great  mission  enterprises,  our 
Sunday  School  Board,  our  mission 
boards,”  he  said.  “I’ve  always  felt 
that  the  great  mass  of  our  church¬ 


es  and  our  pastors  would  follow  in 
that  train.” 

Why  does  be  think  some  Bap¬ 
tists  feel  uncomfortable  with  the 
new  leadership? 

“That’s  a  mystery  to  me.  I  can¬ 
not  understand  it.  The  breach  that 
has  been  created  between  the  so- 
called  moderates  and  the  conserv¬ 
atives  is  largely  in  the  attitudes  of 
the  people  involved.  Many,  many 
of  them  basically  believe  the  same 
thing  and  love  the  same  program¬ 
ming.  It  carries  with  it  an  overtone 
of  sadness  that  is  almost  inexplic¬ 
able.” 

The  pastor’s  sadness  also  reach¬ 
es  to  his  own  congregation. 

First  Church  in  Dallas  was 
rocked  last  year  by  the  sudden  res¬ 
ignation  of  pastor  Joel  Gregory. 
He  complained  the  transition  from 
Criswell’s  leadership  to  his  own 
was  taking  too  long. 

“I  cannot  understand  Dr.  Grego¬ 
ry.  It’s  beyond  my  imagination.  ... 

I  cannot  understand  why  he 
resigned,”  said  Criswell,  who  has 
not  spoken  with  Gregory  since  the 
resignation.  “It  broke  my  heart.” 

People  in  the  church  are  discour¬ 
aged,  the  senior  pastor  said.  Week¬ 
ly  worship  attendance  has  fallen  to 
about  2,500  from  a  high  of  about 
5,000  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

The  drop  has  brought  yet  anoth¬ 
er  disappointment.  After  25  years 
of  broadcasting  its  worship  ser¬ 
vices  on  TV  in  Dallas,  the  church 
had  to  drop  it  at  the  end  of 
December. 

Criswell  described  the  final  day 
of  broadcasting  as  “one  of  the  sad¬ 
dest  days  of  my  life.” 

“It  was  a  matter  of  money,” 
Criswell  stated.  “The  church  has 
so  gone  down  in  its  financial 
response.”  It  cost  about  $14,000  a 
Sunday  for  the  air  time. 

The  future  of  the  church  depends 
on  the  incoming  pastor,  he  said.  ^ 

“If  the  church  is  able  to  bring 
into  the  leadership,  into  the  pulpit, 
a  wonderful  man  of  God,  in  five 
minutes  all  of  this  in  these  recent 


Lesbian  rights  activist 
named  to  HUD  post; 
CLC  leaders  ‘concerned’ 

By  Tom  Strode 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Presi-  live  director  of  the  National  Center 
dent  Bill  Clinton  agtA  signaled  his  for  Lesbian  Rights  and  as  the 
intention  to  break  new  barriers  for  directing  attorney  of  the  lesbian 
homosexuals  whetf  he  recently  rights  project  of  Equal  Rights 
appointed  lesbian  rights  activist  Advocates  Inc. 

Roberta  Achtenberg  as  an  assistant  “This  appointment  is  disturbing 
secretary  in  the  DepftrtQierit  *f  but  not  ft  all  surprising,  given  the 
Housing  and  Urban  Development.'  enormous  influence  the  homosexu- 
If  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  Ada-  al  lobby  has  had  on  the  Clinton 
eriberg  will  become  the  highest-rank-  campaign,  transition  team,  and  now 
ing  openly  homosexual  official  ever  the  new  administration,”  said  James 
to  serve  in  the  executive  branch.  A.  Smith,  the  Christian  Life  Com- 

The  president  named  Achtenberg  mission’s  director  of  government 
assistant  secretary  for  fair  housing  relations. 

and  equal  opportunity.  She  is  a  Achtenberg  was  a  national  co¬ 
member  of  the  San  Francisco  chairman  of  foe  Clinton  for  presi- 
Board  of  Supervisors.  dent  campaign. 

In  the  1980s,  Achtenberg  not  only  Strode  is  director  of  media  & 
was  a  civil  rights  attorney  and  law  news  information,  Washington 
school  dean,  but  served  as  execu-  office,  CLC 


years  will  be  forgotten,”  Criswell 
said.  “It  depends  upon  that  pastor, 
and  that’s  why  I  pray  day  and 
night  that  God  will  bless  that 
search  committee  in  wisdom  in 
seeking  that  leader  for  our  peo¬ 
ple.” 

A  pastor  search  committee  of 
four  men  and  four  women  is  now 
“assiduously  working”  to  call  a 
new  pastor.  And,  Criswell  said, 
“the  church  is  in  prayer  as  I  have 
never  Seen  it” 

“I  no  longer  enter  into  the 
administration  of  the  church,”  the 
senior  pastor  said.  “Whoever 
comes  is  going  to  be  100%  the 
leader,  the  pastor  and  the  pulpiteer 
...  .  I’m  a  fellow  member  of  the 
church,  and  that’s  all.” 

Criswell  now  focuses  his  atten¬ 
tion  on  Criswell  College,  he  said. 
“I’m  at  the  college,  and  until  I  die 
I’ll  be  at  the  college.” 

These  are  difficult  times  for 
Criswell’s  church  and  denomina¬ 
tion.  And,  he  said,  “If  not  for  my 
faith  in  God  I  would  be  indescrib¬ 
ably  despondent."  But  make  no 
mistake,  he  believes  in  the  “able¬ 
ness  of  God  to  bless.” 


An  Albanian  woman  clutches  her  bread  ration  as  hungry  people  crowd 
around  a  state-run  bakery  in  Albania.  Southern  Baptists  recently  joined 
Canadian  Baptists  and  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  to  deliver  270  tons  of 
flour  to  the  bakery  operation.  In  another  operation,  BWAid  recently  chan¬ 
neled  blankets  and  medical  supplies  to  Bosnia  through  My  Neighbour,  a 
Croatian  Baptist  humanitarian  organization.  (BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


Blankets,  medical  supplies 


head  for  Bosnia  from  BWA 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  More  BWAid. 
than  15,000  blankets  and  Assistance  also  has  been  given 
$200,000  in  medical  supplies  and  to  Baptist  relief  groups  in  Serbia 
hygienic  items  are  on  their  way  to  working  to  help  displaced  per- 
Bosnia,  in  a  cooperative  effort  by  sons  fleeing  the  fighting, 
the  Baptist  World  Aid  (BWAid)  BWAid  now  is  working  on  a 
arm  of  the  Baptist  World  possible  shipment  to  Croatia  to 
Alliance,  Brother’s  Brother  Foun-  assist  in  the  feeding  of  refugees 
dation,  Mercy  International,  and  and  displaced  peoples  fleeing 
Church  World  Service.  from  the  war  zones. 

Much  of  the  aid  will  be  chan-  Donations  earmarked  for 
neled  through  My  Neighbour,  a  BWAid  efforts  in  Bosnia,  Croat- 
Croatian  Baptist  humanitarian  ia,  and  Serbia  may  be  sent  to 
organization.  Just  after  Christ-  Baptist  World  Alliance,  6733 
mas,  My  Neighbour  received  18  Curran  Street,  McLean,  VA 
containers  of  warm  clothing  from  22101-6005. 

Louisville  association 


drops  invitation  to  Parks 

LOUISVILLE  (BP)  —  Long  presence  on  the  annual  meeting 
Run  Association,  which  encom-  program  “would  cause  too  much 
passes  metropolitan  Louisville,  disturbance,”  said  one  committee 
ky.,  has  rescinded  its  invitation  to  member  who  asked  to  remain 
Keith  Parks  to  speak  at  its  annual  anonymous.  “All  of  us  felt  sorry  it 
meeting  next  fall.  had  to  happen,  but  I  don’t  think 

The  association’s  annual  meet-  there  was  any  dissension.” 
ing  committee  made  the  decision.  Parks  resonated  with  the  corn- 
committee  members  reported.  mittee  members’  sadness.  “J’m 

Parks  was  president  of  the  For-  not  upset  or  angry,”  he  said.  “I’m 
eign  Mission  Board  from  1980  just  saddened  that  this  is  r  ther 
until  his  retirement  last  Oct.  31.  symptom  of  what’s  happening  in 
About  a  month  later,  he  was  our  cojveut>on  ” 
named  missions  coordinator  for  With  speaking  engagements 
the  moderate  Cooperative  Baptist  scheduled  into  1996.  Parks  said  he 
Fellowship.  has  received  four  cancellations 

Committee  members  feh  Parks’  since  he  joined  the  CBF. 

Missionaries  evacuate  Togo  capital 

LOME,  Togo  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  planned  to  evacu¬ 
ate  Lome,  the  capital  city  of  Togo,  Frb.  3  as  a  deepening  political  crisis 
fuels  civil  unrest  there.  Most  of  the  14  career  missionaries,  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  three  International  Service  Corps  workers  planned  to  drive  to 
Cotonou  in  the  neighboring  nation  of  Benin,  reported  mission  chair¬ 
woman  Ann  White  from  her  Lome  home. 

Two  missionary  couples,  including  White  and  her  husband.  Mark,  a  music 
evangelist,  decided  to  drive  to  northern  Togo,  an  area  free  of  the  unrest. 

The  latest  wave  of  violence  erupted  Jan.  30  in  Lome.  Togolese  security 
forces  reportedly  killed  at  least  six  people,  including  two  foreigners,  when 
troops  loyal  to  President  Eyadema  rampaged,  looting  through  the  city. 

White  said  the  missionaries  could  return  in  about  a  week  if  there  are 
no  additional  violent  flare-ups. 


MUSLIM  ATTACKERS  DESTROY  46  CHURCHES  IN 
INDONESIA:  JAKARTA,  Indonesia  (BP)  —  Radical  Muslims  have 
damaged  or  destroyed  at  least  46  Christian  churches  in  recent  months 
in  Indonesia,  home  to  the  world’s  largest  Muslim  population.  The 
attackers,  wielding  such  tools  as  shovels  and  sledgehammers,  pound¬ 
ed  concrete  churches  into  piles  of  rubble  on  several  islands.  No  one 
has  yet  been  injured  in  the  attacks,  according  to  local  press  reports. 
Indonesian  Baptists  have  received  threats  of  similar  destruction,  but 
none  of  their  churches  has  been  damaged,  said  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Edward  Sanders.  Baptists  haven’t  always  escaped  similar 
attacks'll!  the  past.  In  1991  a  band  of  about  400  people  destroyed  the 
meeting  center  of  a  35-member  Baptist  congregation  in  a  Jakarta 
housing  complex.  The  reason  wasn’t  made  clear,  but  the  congrega¬ 
tion  had  received  threats  from  Muslims  in  the  neighborhood.  About 
80%  of  Indonesia’s  185  million  citizens  are  Muslim,  and  about  15% 
are  Christian.  Baptists  number  about  60,000. 

FIRST  CHURCH  OF  DALLAS  PICKS  SEMINARY  PROF  AS 
INTERIM  PASTOR:  DALLAS  (ABP)  —  Seminary  professor  Roy 
Fish  has  been  chosen  interim  pastor  at  First  Church  of  Dallas.  Fish, 
professor  of  evangelism  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth  for 
28  years,  will  lead  the  church  until  a  new  pastor  is  named  to  succeed 
Joel  Gregory,  church  officials  said  Feb.  1 .  But  Fish,  62,  is  not  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  pastor's  position  at  the  28,000-member  congregation, 
said  church  spokesman  Ron  Harris.  Criswell  continues  as  senior  pas¬ 
tor  but  is  focusing  more  of  his  attention  on  raising  money  for 
Criswell  College,  a  preacher-training  institution  supported  by  First 
Baptist,  Harris  said. 

WAKE  FOREST  CHURCH  DENIES  PAIGE  PATTERSON 
REQUEST:  WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  A  request  by  Paige  Pat¬ 
terson,  president  of  Southeastern  Seminary,  for  a  “watchcare”  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Wake  Forest  Church  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  was  denied 
by  church  deacons  who  asked  Patterson  to  withdraw  his  request.  Pat¬ 
terson,  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  architects  of  the  conservative 
resurgence  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  since  1979,  and  his 
wife,  Dorothy,  had  submitted  a  written  request  to  the  church  for 
“watchcare”  status.  On  Jan.  24,  however,  the  deacons  voted  16-1, 
with  one  abstension,  to  recommend  to  the  church  that  the  request  be 
denied.  The  deacons  voted  to  ask  Patterson  “out  of  respect  for  your 
feelings  and  with  regard  for  the  well-being  of  this  church,  that  you  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  withdraw  your  request.”  (sic)  The  Jan.  25 
letter  to  Patterson  requested  a  response  by  midday  Jan.  27,  “the  day 
of  our  regular  business  meeting.”  Patterson  and  his  wife  did  with¬ 
draw  their  request  Jan.  27  and  church  members  were  notified  at  the 
business  meeting,  church  officials  said. 

MORE  THAN  2,000  CHURCHES  PARTICIPATE  IN  PRAYER 
ALERT:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Now  in  its  second  year  of  encouraging 
Southern  Baptist  churches  to  pray  for  spiritual  awakening,  the 
Watchmen  National  Prayer  Alert  includes  2,050  churches  committed 
to  praying  at  an  assigned  hour  each  week.  "This  means  12  churches 
are  praying  each  hour  of  every  day."  said  Mary  Betts,  Watchmen 
National  Prayer  Alert  coordinator  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board.  Participants  are  asked  to  gather  as  a  group  at  their  appointed 
hour,  pray  and  then  "pass  the  watch"  by  calling  the  church  with  the 
next  hour  on  the  schedule. 

VIRGINIA  CONSERVATIVES  FORM  GROUP  TO  EXPAND 
INFLUENCE:  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Claiming  Virginia  Baptist 
leadership  is  moving  away  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
conservative  Virginia  Baptists  have  voted  to  form  an  organization  to 
increase  their  fellowship  and  influence.  The  organization,  named 
Southern  Baptist  Conservatives  of  Virginia,  was  formed  to  “assist 
local  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  Virginia  to  win  the  lost  to  Christ, 
to  develop  belie-  -rs  and  to  promote  missions  and  evangelism," 
according  to  a  vision  statement  adopted  by  almost  700  conservatives 
Jan.  28.  The  group  met  at  Old  Forest  Road  Church  in  Lynchburg, 
where  13  years  ago  Paul  Pressler  announced  conservatives  were 
“going  for  the  jugular”  to  win  the  SBC.  Virginia  conservatives  took 
steps  to  build  “a  solidifying  organization”  and  “to  have  a  more  influ¬ 
encing  voice  in  the  Baptist  General  Association  of  Virginia,”  said 
Bill  Templeton,  pastor  of  Charlottesville's  Northside  Church  and  one 
of  the  pastors  who  mapped  out  strategy  for  the  meeting.  However, 
the  new  organization  is  not  a  new  state  convention  to  rival  the 
BGAV,  insisted  Tommy  Taylor,  pastor  of  London  Bridge  Church  in 
Virginia  Beach,  who  was  elected  president.  “Some  felt  like  we  need 
to  make  a  break  now  I  don’t  feel  that  way  and  obviously  most  here 
do  not.  Two  state  conventions  is  not  my  goal."  Taylor  denied  that  an 
unstated  purpose  of  the  SBCV  is  to  take  over  the  BGAV.  “This  is  not 
an  anti-BGAV  movement.  Our  tone  will  be  positive.  There  are  many 
good  and  wonderful  people  in  the  BGAV.  many  good  and  wonderful 
programs.  We  would  organize  more  only  if  Virginia  Baptists  contin¬ 
ue  to  move  from  the  SBC,"  Taylor  said  “Virginia  Baptist  leadership 
needs  to  make  a  move  back  in  the  direction  of  the  SBC 


Clinton  could  be  lucrative 
fund-raiser  for  conservatives 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  sion.  During  deliberations  of  an  Whether  grass-roots  appeals  for 
Although  conservative  groups  SBC  Executive  Committee  sub-  funds  based  on  Clinton’s  election 
promoting  “family  values”  may  committee  in  January,  Clinton’s  will  produce  more  cash  remains 
have  opposed  Bill  Clinton  as  a  election  was  cited  as  a  primary  to  be  seen, 
presidential  candidate,  his  elec-  reason  for  not  cutting  the  CLC’s  Interestingly,  television  preach- 
tion  could  be  one  of  the  best  allotment  of  Cooperative  Program  ers  may  be  among  the  last  to  get 
things  that  ever  happened  for  unified  budget  funds.  on  the  bandwagon,  noted  Winzen- 

their  fund-raising  efforts,  experts  While  every  other  SBC  agency,  burg,  who  regularly  monitors  reli- 
predict.  institution,  and  commission  is  gion  on  TV. 

Even  before  Clinton  took  office,  recommended  to  take  at  least  a  “I’m  surprised  they  haven’t 
some  conservative  groups  began  1.4%  reduction  in  1993-94  due  to  used  Clinton  to  do  more  fund 
citing  his  social  positions  as  evi-  declining  contributions,  the  CLC  raising,”  he  said.  “I  think  TV 
dence  that  they  needed  more  alone  was  spared  and  will  keep  preachers  have  been  laying  low, 
money.  the  same  allotment  it  is  receiving  waiting  to  see  how  the  public 

The  standard  line:  With  some-  this  year.  Many  subcommittee  reacts  to  Clinton, 
one  in  the  White  House  who  members  wanted  to  find  a  way  to  “They’re  being  very  cautious, 
favors  abortion  rights  afld  homo-  give  the GLC  an  increase.  The  main  thing  is  because  he’s 

sexual  rights,  “pro-family"  groups  The  CLC  needs  the  extra  funds  Baptist.  They  hate  to  cross  some- 
need  more  financial  support  to  more  than  other  SBC  entities,  one  who  is  of  u  denomination 
fight  him  every  step  of  the  way.  some  subcommittee  members  rea-  which  is  evangelical.  A  lot  of  reli- 
“I  think  Clinton  being  in  office  soned,  because  of  its  important  gious  broadcasters  want  to  be 
is  to  the  advantage  of  conservative  work  against  abortion  and  homo-  very  careful  that  they  don’t 
fund-raisers,”  noted  Stephen  sexual  rights.  The  CLC’s  voice  offend  Christians.” 

Winzenburg,  professor  of  commu-  will  be  more  important  now  than  Wingfield  is  news  director, 
nications  at  Grand  View  College  ever  before  because  of  Clinton’s  Kentucky  WESTERN  RECOR- 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  “They  have  election,  they  suggested.  DER. 

an  enemy,  and  they  can  fight  him. 

“They  can  particularly  use  his 
first  two  weeks  in  office  to  help 
rally  the  troops,”  said  Winzen¬ 
burg,  who  specializes  in  studying 
conservative  Christian  causes  and 
television  preachers.  “He  has  cer¬ 
tainly  given  them  enough  material  1 
in  his  first  two  weeks  to  gather 
support  for  conservative  causes.” 

Another  expert  who  monitors 
such  issues  agreed. 

“I  was  talking  to  several  of  these 
(conservative)  movement  leaders 
last  week,  and  they  said:  ‘We 
could  not  have  scripted  the  first 
two  weeks  of  the  Clinton  adminis¬ 
tration  any  better.  He's  mobilized 
a  lot  of  our  people  we  couldn’t 
reach,’”  reported  John  Green, 
director  of  the  Bliss  Institute,  a  bi¬ 
partisan  research  group  associated 
with  the  University  of  Akron.  . 

“These  movement  organizations 
will  prosper  under  the  Clinton 
administration  because  they  will 
have  a  target  they  can  be  unam¬ 
biguously  opposed  to,”  Green 
added.  “All  movement  organiza¬ 
tions  —  on  the  right  or  the  left  — 
prosper  in  opposition.” 

The  same  situation  happening 
this  year  occurred  in  reverse  12 
years  ago  when  Ronald  Reagan 
was  elected.  Green  explained: 

“Liberals  love  to  hate  Ronald  Rea¬ 
gan.  He  helped  their  fund  raising.” 

Early  examples  of  this  process 
being  used  both  directly  and  indi¬ 
rectly  with  the  new  administration 
include: 

—  James  Dobson,  founder  of 
Focus  on  the  Family  ministries.  In 
a  monthly  fund-raising  letter  sent 
out  nationwide  immediately  after 
the  election,  Dobson  cited  page 
after  page  of  reasons  Clinton’s 
election  spelled  doom  for  all  who 
treasure  “family  values.” 

Dobson  said  be  had  waited  until 
after  the  election  to  speak  his 
mind  due  to  IRS  restrictions,  but 
now  felt  compelled  to  warn  of 
what  would  happen  if  organiza¬ 
tions  like  his  didn't  prepare  to 
fight  Clinton  and  Congress. 

—  The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention's  Christian  Life  Comm  is- 


Living  race  relations 

Beverly  Chilton  (center)  stands  out  on  Sundays  at  Dauphin  Way  Baptist 
Church  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  not  because  of  her  appearance,  but  because  she  is 
always  flanked  by  several  students.  When  Chilton  first  came  to  teach  Eng¬ 
lish  at  Booker  T.  Washington,  Mobile’s  toughest  middle  school,  students 
jeered  and  taunted  her.  Now  they  call  her  ‘,mom.,,  To  reach  students, 
Chilton  began  taking  children  home  from  school  and  inviting  them  to 
church.  Many  times  when  she  goes  home  to  her  husband  and  three 
teenage  children,  she  has  students  with  her.  For  Chilton  there  is  no  sepa¬ 
ration  between  work  life  and  church  life.  She  witnesses  to  students  during 
breaks  and  after  school.  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  its  agencies 
have  designated  Sunday,  Feb.  14  as  Race  Relations  Day.  (BP  photo  by 
Deborah  Aronson-Griffin) 


Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


February  11, 1993 

Slayden  Baptist,  Lamar 
Champion  Church 


Celebrate  Start-a-Church  Commitment  Sunday 

March  28, 1993 

Share  Hope,  — 

Start  Churches.  — 


by  Debbie  Baird  Buie 

Bill  Hardin,  pastor  of  Slayden  Baptist,  Lamar, 
looks  to  his  father-in-law  as  one  significant  to  his 
own  commitment  to  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Jack  Gregory,  a  pastor  himself  for  more  than  35 
years,  has  been  known  to  request  a  church  to 
withdraw  his  salary  increase  if  they  had  plans  to 
reduce  Cooperative  Program  giving  in  that  same 
budget  proposal.  Hardin  says  that  commitment 
and  conviction  has  become  his  own. 

At  present,  Slayden  Baptist  has  a  personal  invest¬ 
ment  in  this  one  aspect  of  Cooperative  Program 
support.  Hardin  is  furthering  his  education 
through  Southern  Seminary,  Kentucky,  and  two 
young  men  from  the  church  are  working  on  mas¬ 
ter's  degrees  from  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

"If  the  Cooperative  Program  had  not  subsidized 
seminary  matriculation,"  says  Hardin,  "I  would 
not  have  been  able  to  afford  (graduate)  work." 

For  the  past  few  years  Slayden  Baptist  has  allocat¬ 
ed  26  percent  of  its  total  budget  to  the 
Cooperative  Program.  Although  they  have  not 
raised  the  percentage  in  the  past  three  years,  an 
increase  in  their  total  budget  receipts  has  meant 
an  increase  in  Cooperative  Program  giving  for  the 
church.  They  have  approved  the  26  percent  allo¬ 
cation  for  the  coming  year  as  well. 

Hardin  says  that  Slayden  is  "absolutely"  a  mis-  . 
sions-minded  church.  "(The  people  have  a)  com¬ 
mitment  to  missions  groups,  training  teachers  and 
leaders,  and  a  willingness  to  participate  in  mis¬ 
sions  opportunities.  Much  emphasis  is  placed  on 
state,  home,  and  foreign  missions  programs."  He 
says  that  WMU  director  Faye  Sanders,  a  retired 
school  teacher,  has  been  the  most  prominent  edu¬ 
cator  on  the  Cooperative  Program  and  missions  _ 
involvement. 

The  church  is  committed  to  educating  every  mem¬ 
ber  about  the  work  of  the  Cooperative  Program. 
"In  every  new  member  class  an  explanation  of  the 


For  information  call 
1  -800-634-2462 


SHARE  HOPE. 
START  NEW  WORK 


The  biblical  commission  *Go  make 
disciples' ¥  is  familiar  to  all  Mississippi 
Baptists.  We  participate  in  this  com-  * 
mission  many  ways.  Each  of  us  who 
has  experienced  Christs  love  wants  to 
share  Christs  love.  We  share  God's 
love  by  making  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

% 

A  disciple  is  a  learner.  We  share 
God's  love  by  encouraging  people  to 
learn  about  Jesus  Christ.  The  best 
learning  situation  is  through  a  local 
congregation.  Mississippi  Baptists  can 
share  God's  love  most  effectively  by 
ensuring  that  every  community  has  a 
church  that  makes  disciples. 


IMAGINE  how  the  early  disciples  were 
impacted  by  witnessing  Christ's  agoniz¬ 
ing  death  on  the  cross. 

ENVISION  their  overwhelming  joy  at 
Christ's  victorious  resurrection. 

FEEL  the  change  in  emotions  as  they 
moved  from  fearful  hiding  to  bold 
proclamation  of  the  good  news. 

EXPERIENCE  their  personal  fulfillment 
as  thousands  turned  to  Jesus  Christ 
through  repentance  for  forgiveness  of 
sins. 

SENSE  the  excitement  of  those  new 
believers  starting  churches  for  every 
community,  language,  and  culture. 

CONSIDER  the  legacy  of  the  words, 
"You  are  witnesses  of  these  things." 

GRASP  the  fact  that  we  modern-day 
disciples  respond  to  the  same  command 
to  "go  . .make  disciples  (Matt.  28:19, 
NASB)." 


Contact  Ray  Grissett,  director, 
Cooperative  Missions  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  or 
call  (601)  968-3800,  for  additional 
information. 


"Slayden  Baptist,..."  continued  on  back  page. 


CREATED 


GULFS  HO  RE:  The  Ret  red  t  for  Everyone 


Alta  Woods  ^ 
Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss. 


Training  for  the  Ministry  of  Drama, 
Clowning  and  Puppetry 

‘Featuring  Storyteller  Bob  Neill  and 
Branches  of  FBC,  Atlanta 

Brochures  will  be  mailed  soon.  For 
more  details  contact  Robin  Nichols  at 
968-3800. 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF 


k J  L 


1 993  Doctrine  Study  Previews 
9:00  - 1 1 :45  a.  m. 

Monday,  March  1 5 

Mississippi  State  University,  BSU 
Tuesday,  March  16 

University  of  Mississippi,  BSU 
Wednesday,  March  1 7 

Delta  State  University,  BSU 
Thursday,  March  18 

Mississippi  College 
Friday,  March  19 

William  Carey  College 

Join  other  pastors  and  church  leaders  as  we 
look  at  some  innovative  ways  to  use  the 
1993  Doctrine  Study  to  enlighten  your  con¬ 
gregation  and  evangelize  your  community. 

For  more  information  call  Discipleship 
Training  at  968-3800,  extension  3883. 


GULFSHORE  YOUTH 

CONFERENCES 

1993 

THEME:  "REACH  FOR  THE  TOP" 

MUSICIANS:  Mack  and  Shayla  Blake  (Contemporary 
Christian  Artists-Ruston,  La.) 

DATES  AND  SPEAKERS: 

Conference  I 

May  31  -June  4  James  Lewis,  Pastor 

Fifteenth  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 
Meridian 


June  4-8 


June  8-12 


June  12-16 


June  17-21 


June  24-28 


Conference  II 

Gary  Permenter,  Minister  to 
Students,  Mt.  Vernon  Baptist 
Church,  Columbus 

Conference  III 

Ryan  Whitley,  Pastor 
FBC,  Cleveland 

Conference  IV 

Jeff  Clark,  Associate  Pastor  and 
Minister  to  Students,  FBC, 
Hattiesburg 

Conference  V 

Jeff  Powell,  BSU  Director 
Hinds  Community  College 

Conference  VI 

Rob  Boyd,  Minister  to  Students 
FBC  El  Paso,  Tex. 


THEME  AND  MATERIALS:  Our  theme  is  "Reaching 
for  the  Top."  The  materials  this  year  will  be  relating 
to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  Areas  of  study  will 
include:  seeking  happiness,  relationships,  attitudes, 
actions,  and  performance. 

PURPOSE:  To  use  creative  Bible  study,  special  inter¬ 
est  groups,  fun  recreation,  and  evangelistic  celebra¬ 
tions  in  a  retreat  setting  to  help  youth  live  out  God's 
Word  in  their  world. 

COST:  $115  per  person 

REGISTRATION:  Begins  March  1,  1993.  This  should 
be  sent  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First 
Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 . 

FOR  PROGRAM  INFORMATION  contact  Jim 
Didlake,  Brotherhood  Department,  968-3800. 

FOR  REGISTRATION  INFORMATION  contact 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  452-7261 , 


1993  FAMILY  MINISTRY 
GULFSHORE  RETREATS 

Inspiration,  Recreation, 

Refreshing  mind  and  spirit 

SENIOR  ADULTS 

"The  Good  Old  Days" 

Five  days  May  1 7-21 

Monday  supper  through  Friday  breakfast 

James  Yates,  Yazoo  City,  preacher 

Ray  Robbins,  Mississippi  College,  Bible  study 

Dallas  Rayburn,  Hattiesburg,  music  leader 

Total  cost  $128.50  including  deposit 

Three  days  May  24-26 

Monday  supper  through  Wednesday  lunch 

(Leadership  conference  Monday  at  4:00  P.M.) 

Bill  Duncan,  Booneville,  preacher 

Sidney  Buckley,  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 

Seminary,  music  leader 

Total  cost  $70  including  deposit 

Three  days  May  27-29 

Thursday  supper  through  Saturday  lunch 

(Leadership  conference  Thursday  at  4:00  P.M.) 

Gordon  H.  Sansing,  Vicksburg,  preacher 
Sidney  Buckley,  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  music  leader 
Total  cost  $70  including  deposit 

SINGLE  ADULTS 

"Challenge  an^J  Change  in  the  Single  Life" 

May  21-23 

Friday  supper  through  Sunday  lunch 
Mark  Thrash,  Columbia,  S.C.,  speaker 
Alan  Walden  ("Bubba")  Nashville,  music  and  entertain¬ 
ment 

New  conferences;  more  time  in  conferences 
Total  cost  per  person  including  deposit  $71  -  2  per 
room,  $65  -  3  or  more  in  a  room 

FAMILIES 

"When  Crisis  Comes  Home" 

July  5-9 

Monday  supper  through  Friday  breakfast 
Conferences  for  ail  ages.  Free  time  for  families  -  after¬ 
noons  and  all  day  Wednesday 
Total  cost  2  per  room:  Adult  $140,  Youth  $1 36.80, 
Child  (2-1 1  years)  $68.40 
Total  cost  3  or  more  per  room:  Adult  $128,  Youth 
$71 .80,  Child  $40.90 

RESERVATIONS 

Mail  request  with  deposit  of  $30  per  person  ($75  maxi¬ 
mum  for  Family  Week)  to  GULFSHORE  BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLY,  100  FIRST  STREET,  PASS  CHRISTIAN,  MS 
39571 .  (Not  accepted  before  March  1 ) 


PRAYERGRAM 

February  11  -  25, 1993 

PRAY  for  the  Tashkent  Korean  Baptist  Church,  a  new  con¬ 
gregation  in  Uzbekistan  (a  former  Soviet  Republic  in 
Central  Asia).  This  is  a  new  congregation,  averaging  more 
than  200  in  attendance.  They  have  to  vacate  their  present 
location  within  two'months  and  find  alternate  location. 

This  is  a  major  crisis  in  the  life  of  the  church,  and  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  a  place  to  meet  in  this  Muslim  society.  Pray  for 
Daniel  Moon,  pastor  of  the  church. 

PRAY  for  Baptist  missionary  Pam  Rhodes,  as  she  works  to 
expand  women's  work  in  the  Galilee  area  of  Israel. 

PRAY  for  the  Spanish  Baptist  Mission  (organization  of 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries).  Spanish  Baptist  leaders  are 
giving  new  work  a  place  of  priority  and  they  request  five 

couples  to  go  and  plant  churches  in  northern  Spain. 

• 

PRAY  for  Boris  Mitchell,  Mission  Service  Corps  volunteer, 
who  serves  as  a  personal  evangelism  consultant.  During 
Hurricane  Andrew  and  the  relief  efforts,  Boris  stood  at  the 
feeding  station  across  from  First  Baptist  Church  of  Florida 
City.  He  found  the  people  hungry  for  the  gospel.  Eight  out 
of  every  ten  people  would  drop  out  of  the  lines  to  listen  to 
him.  During  seven  days  of  sharing,  he  personally  won 
more  than  1 20  people  to  the  Lord.  Pray  for  these  new 
Christians. 

PRAY  for  Gerald  and  Ora  Lee  Tomes  of  Sumner,  Tex. 
Mission  Service  Corps  volunteers,  working  with  the  River 
Ministry.  During  January  and  February,  the  Tomes  will  be 
focusing  on  children's  work  in  Piedras  Negras  (across  from 
Eagle  Pass,  Tex.)  Gerald  is  a  medical  doctor  and  Ora  Lee  is 
a  counselor.  They  will  work  with  Ruben  Juarez,  who  has 
developed  a  nutritional  program,  clinic  and  church  to  min¬ 
ister  to  disadvantaged  and  abandoned  children.  They  pro¬ 
vide  food  for  200  children  a  day. 

PRAY  for  J.V.  Thomas,  who  is  with  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas,  as  he  seeks  God's  will  in  starting  a 
country/western  type  church  in  East  Dallas-Mesquite- 
Garland  area.  The  church  would  be  designed  to  reach  the 
unchurched  who  enjoy  country/western  gospel  music, 
informal  dress  and  an  atmosphere  of  acceptance.  A  similar 
ministry  is  being  considered  for  the  Atlanta  area. 

PRAY  for  Mississippi  Baptist  State  Senior  Adult  Choir 
Festival  to  be  held  March  9, 1993.  The  special  guest  artist 
will  be  Mary  McDonald.  Pray  for  her  also. 

PRAY  for  the  Baptist  Women/Baptist  Young  Women  Retreat 
to  be  held  at  Camp  Garaywa  Feb.  26,27,1993. 

PRAY  for  one  or  two  skilled  painters  to  volunteer  to  paint 
the  interior  of  the  State  Convention  office  in  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  this  summer.  The  convention  will  provide  paint 
and  housing  for  one  or  two  persons,  on  the  condition  that 
they  provide  their  own  travel.  Mississippi  is  in  partnership 
with  Alaska. 

Mississippi  Baptist 
PRAYERUNE 

969-PRAY 


ELECTRONIC  KEYBOARD 
KEY  LEADER  SEMINAR 

March  18,  1993  •  The  Baptist  Building 

9:00  a.  m.  -  4:00  p.  m.  gHM 


SEMINAR  FEE... 

$1 5.00  per  person  -  Includes  noon  meal 


DATE,  TIME,  LOCATION. 

March  18,  1993  -  Thursday 


Skyroom,  4th  floor  Baptist  Building 

515  Mississippi  Street  *  Jackson,  Miss. 


KEY  LEADER. 


ASSISTING... 

Lew  King,  Jackson,  Minister  of  Music.  Composer.  Arranger 
Darwin  Brooks,  Tupelo,  Accompanist.  Choral  Director,  Keyboard 


TOPICS  TO  BE  COVERED 


For  registration  forms  and  other  information  please  contact  The  Church  Mi 
at  968-3800,  extension  3867. 


‘Precious 
•1610.  Ag 


You  are  invited  to  the  statewide 

m 

BIVOCATIONAL  MINISTERS’  RETREAT 

Lake  Tiak  O’Khata,  Louisville,  Miss. 

March  19-20,  1993 

All  bivocational  pastors,  associate  pastors,  music  directors,  educa¬ 
tional  directors,  youth  directors,  and  persons. interested  in  bivocation¬ 
al  ministry  are  invited  to  attend  this  statewide  retreat.  Great  support 
and  fellowship  are  guaranteed. 

RETREAT  LEADERSHIP 

DALE  HOLLOWAY  -  Home  Mission  Board,  Bivocational  Consultant 
CHARLES  BEST  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Pastoral  Ministries  Consultant 

JIMMY  McCALEB  -  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Church  Music  Contract  *Slayden  Baptist,...*  coni,  from  front  page. 

Consultant 


CHURCH  WEEKDAY 
EDUCATION  CLINICS 

These  clinics  are  designed  for  church  kindergarten, 
and  day  care  workers. 

March  6,  1993  Jackson,  First  Baptist 
Church 

April  3,  1993  Oxford,  First  Baptist 
Church 

For  registration  information  call  968-3800,  exten¬ 
sion  3887. 


SCHEDULE 


Mm*  19 

6:00  -  7:00  p.  m. 

Supper 

7:00  -  9:00  p.  m. 

Conference 

Merck  20 

7:00  -  8:00  a.  m. 

Breakfast 

8:00  -  Noon 

Conference 

Noon 

Lunch 

LODGING/MEALS  COST 

SfcQpIft?  $58.15  Regular  cost  DomMm:  *  $43.70  Regular  cost 

•  1S.Q0  Retreat  dsct.  *  (ptr  - 15.00  Retreat  dsct.  * 

$43.15  Room  A  3  meals  pmnem)  $28.70  Room  A  3  meals 

*  Retreat  discount  made  possible  by  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department.  There  is  no  cost  for  the  conference. 

Non-lodging  conferees  may  purchase  meals  at  the  motel. 

Lodging  reservations  at  Lake  Tiak  O’Khata  must  be  made  by  conferees.  The  motel  is 
holding  a  block  of  rooms  on  a  “first  come,  first  served*  basis.  The  deadline  for  lodg¬ 
ing  reservations  is  March  8,  1993.  The  phone  number  at  Lake  Tiak  O’Khata  is  773- 
7853.  - 


BIVOCATIONAL  MINOT 

REGISTRATION  FORM  (not  for  lodging) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CHURCH  PHONE 


.CITY. 


-ZIP. 


.HOME  PHONE 


CHURCH/BUSINESS_ 


-ASSOCIATION 


Return  this  form  to: 

MS  39205-0530 


Department  •  P.  O. 


530  • 


Cooperative  Program  is  given,  regardless  of  how  long  a 
new  member  has  been  a  Southern  Baptist.  The 
Stewardship  Committee  selects  tracts  and  materials  that 
help  explain  the  Cooperative  Program  and  we  share  the 
'breakdown'  analysis  with  every  member  each  year," 
Hardin  says.  "The  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern 
Baptists'  most  definitive  goal  and  common  agenda  that 
makes  our  missions  efforts  so  effective  and  enables  us  to 
share  Christ  with  the  world  in  a  more  prolific  and  pro¬ 
ductive  manner,*  Hardin  says.  He  believes  that  if  a  pas¬ 
tor  has  strong  convictions  about  Cooperative  Program 
giving,  his  church  will  reflect  those  same  convictions. 

Every  Southern  Baptist  should  know  what  the 
Cooperative  Program  does,  says  Hardin,  *to  broaden 
their  perspective  on  missions  involvement.  It  will  help 
reveal  how  support  'at  home'  has  such  a  far-reaching 
effect.* 

Churches  who  withdraw  from  Cooperative  Program  giv¬ 
ing  have  the  right  to  do  so,  says  Hardin,  but  it  concerns 
him  all  the  same. 

"To  redirect  or  redesignate  Cooperative  Program  funds,* 
says  Hardin,  is  an  abandonment  Of  the  sacred  trust  that 
has  existed  in  Southern  Baptist  life  for  such  a  long  time. 
It's  almost  as  if  churches  that  do  this  are  saying,  'I  don't 
like  the  way  the  game  is  being  played,  therefore.  I'll  take 
my  marbles  and  go  home.'  They  were  probably  losing 
when  they  chose  to  withdraw.* 

"Even  if  I  were  not  a  Southern  Baptist,  I  think  I'd  want  to 
give  to  the  Cooperative  Program,*  he  says. 

"As  long  as  we  live,  there  will  always  be  something  we 
don't  like  or  with  which  we  disagree.  More  good,  how¬ 
ever,  is  done  through  Cooperative  Program  allocations 
than  bad.  And,  even  though  I  may  not  agree  with  some 
things,  I  still  feel  that  more  positive  outweighs  the  nega¬ 
tive.  For  that  reason  I  will  continue  to  support  the 
Cooperative  Program.* 


For  more  information,  contact  Matt  Buckles  968-3800.  extension  3907. 
"Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus" 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Takeover  a  blessing 


two  and  Urban  Development).  At  this 
dis-  very  moment  a  Ted  Kennedy-spon- 
two  sored  pro-sodom  bill,  Senate  Bill 

«.r  oIlS’  f  H143?-  HoUuS.e,  of  try.t0  «et  Graham  s  attention.  Why  don’t  do  much  better.  Some  of  the 
our  Representatives)  is  being  put  before  - — -  ■ 

the  Congress.  If  this  bill  is  passed, 
you  will  suffer  the  following  conse¬ 
quences:  1.  Your  church  could  be 
forced  to  hire  gays  and  lesbians.  2. 

Your  schools,  including  private, 
would  be  forced  to  teach  your  chil¬ 
dren  that  homosexuality  is  a  nor¬ 
mal,  acceptable  lifestyle.  3.  Homo¬ 
sexual  “marriages”  would  be  legal¬ 
ized.  4.  Homosexuals  would  be 
more  given  adoption  rights. 

You  as  a  Christian  can  be  heard 
on  this  issue.  Call  1-8(XM5 1-3344, 
and  a  Western  Union  telegram  will 
be  sent  to  your  senator  and  repre¬ 
sentative,  urging  them  to  vote  No 
on  this  bill.  Your  phone  will  be 
billed  $8.35  for  this  service.  It  is 
time  for  Christians  to  “come  out  of 
the  closet.”  It  is  time  to  tell  our 
elected  officials  that  we  are  tired  of 
the  immorality  that  destroyed 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
We  must  not;  we  cannot  give  this 


Clinton.  God,  we  hope  and  takeover.  The  mega  churches  that 
believe,  gives  orientation  to  Billy  are  largely  pastored  by  fundamen- 
Graham,  and  not  a  few  men  who  tal/conservative  pastors  today  still 

is  it  not  appropriate  for  leaders,  appointed  trustees  to  the  Foreign 
who  receive  their  orientation  from  Mission  Board  have  never  sup- 
God,  to  tell  Graham:  1.  “We  ported  the  Cooperative  Program, 
believe  God  will  orient  you  as  you  But  in  faith  I’ve  continued  to 
pray  for  America  and  president  give  to  missions  because  I  know 
Clinton.”  2.  “Please,  Dr.  Graham,  the  Bible  'says  to  go  into  all  the 
impress  upon  President  Clinton  —  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
God  desire  to  transform  some  every  living  creature.  Too,  I  had 
ideas  and  heal  the  sin  of  America  faith  that  God’s  FMB  money 
by  his  love  and  abiding  peace.”  would  multiply  and  work  for  God 
We  as  Christians  must  pray  for  with  good  Christians  like  Keith 
the  leaders  God  has  raised  up  to  and  Helen  Jean  Parks  leading  the 
govern.  May  the  true  Christians  be  work.  But  the  time  has  come  when 
submissive  to  the  call  of  God  and  these  two  dedicated  people  of  God 
in  going  —  be  the  instruments  of  could  not  work  in  the  atmosphere 
God  s  love.  God’s  peace  is  the  that  the  trustees  had  created  and 
balm  the  SBC  needs!  keep  their  integrity.  I  cannot  trust 

Robert  &  Veronica  Erwin  people  like  Paul  Pressler  and  cer- 
Missionaries  to  Brazil  taimy  do  not  want  people  like  this 

to  handle  my  gifts  to  God’s  work. 
Embarrassed  by  MC  When  Helen  Jean  Parks  was 
Editor  asked  if  she  had  a  message  for 

Many  Mississippi  Baptists  are  FMB  when  they  left,  she  said, 
embarrassed  and  outraged  at  the  “God  bless  you  and  those  that 
“MC  fiasco”  and  the  disgrace  it  has  have  taken  you  over.  Let  them 
brought  to  our  state  convention.  I  support  you  now,  because  many  of 
cannot  imagine  Christian  men  them  do  not.” 
being  involved  in  such  a  reckless  '  As  for  Morris  Chapman  asking 
rules  violation,  nor  can  I  believe  the  CBF  to  leave  the  SBC,  I  say 
the  administration  and  trustees  are  we  were  here  first,  and  are  the 
not  partly  responsible.  The  pride  0068  that  supported  the  missions 
we  all  shared  over  the  success  of  and  built  God’s  kingdom.  We  are 
“our”  Baptist  college’s  athletic  still  the  ones  supporting  it  finan- 
program  has  been  replaced  by  great  aally  and  prayerfully  today, 
.disappointment.  Our  largest  institu-  My  great  grandparents,  my 
tion  guilty  of  the  most  serious  grandparents,  and  my  parents 
violations  ever  in  NCAA  Division  worked  hard  building  God’s  king- 
II  Football,  and  Mississippi  Bap-  dom  and  trying  to  do  God’s  will 
tists  are  given  a  simple  apology  only  to  have  the  takeover  group 
em  Baptist  independent  churches,  when  we  deserve  full  disclosure.  I  say.  “You  can  get  out  now.  But 
in  cooperation  with  each  other,  also  find  it  very  disturbing  that  a  y°u  must  continue  to  support  us 
operate  many  agencies  including  secular  organization,  the  NCAA,  financially,”  They  don’t  have  to 
colleges,  seminaries,  the  Sunday  has  a  higher  standard  of  ethics  than  say  *l  in  word,  because  in  checking 
School  Board,  Foreign  Mission  our  Baptist  College.  MC’s  integrity  the  contributions  from  their  mega 
Board,  Home  Mission  Board,  etc.  and  conduct  must  be  kept  in  check  churches  you  will  know  they  do 
Inherent  in  these  efforts  is  a  system  by  a  secular  organization  when  we  1101  practice  what  they  preach, 
of  establishing  policy,  direction,  should  be  setting  the  example  for  Thank  God  for  an  alternative 
financing,  and  control.  all  others  to  follow.  MC  should  be  like  CBF  because  I  cannot  in  good 

All  this  is  accomplished  by  a  sys-  “a  pace  setter,”  not  a  “rules  viola-  conscience  finance  the  non-inclu- 
tem  of  trustees,  appointed  by  the  tor.  sive  takeover  group, 

president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  I  think  Mississippi  Baptists  are  Frances  Land 

Convention,  who  is  elected  by  mes-  once  again  reminded  of  how  far  we  Toomsuba 
sengers  selected  by  these  indepen-  have  actually  moved  away  from 

dent  churches.  our  purpose  and  our  heritage.  We  Stay  close  to  Word 

McGregor  persists  in  a  numbers  have  focused  our  attention  on  secu-  Editor 
game  that  25,000  messengers  do  lar  interest  and  let  “Christian"  edu-  I  have  criticized  your  writings, 
not  reflect  the  will  of  the  people  cation  become  secondary.  I  believe  but  I  did  enjoy  the  “Is  there  a 


Editor: 

Thank  God  for  the  so-called  “fun¬ 
damentalist”  takeover  of  the  SBC! 

If  President  Clinton  (with  his  pro- 
abortion,  pro-gay  rights,  pro-any- 
thing  that  is  anti-Christian,  stance) 

is  any  indication  of  what  we  were  pie  are  leaving  this  world  unsaved 
turning  out  before  the  takeover,  all  and  churches  where  people  were 
Southern  Baptists  should  now  join  being  saved  are  closing  their  doors 
hands  and  grasp  their  Bibles  firmly  —  both  at  an  alarming  rate!  But 
to  their  breasts  thanking  God  for  many  Southern  Baptists  appear  to 
removing  the  old  leadership  of  our  be  more  disturbed  about  the  future 
convention!  and  abortions  and  lotteries  and  gays 

The  true  Christian  faith  is  trusting  and  whether  to  be  identified  as  a 
God’s  will  and  what  he  has  (and  fundamentalist  or  a  moderate; 
does)  say:  the  Bible!  Christianity  is  concerned  with  “causes”  than  with 
an  objective  faith  (spelled  out  as  why  God  has  us  here! 
black  ink  on  white  paper  in  what  Why  are  we  here?  We  are  here  to 
we  call  the  Bible),  not  a  subjective  find  and  feed  God’s  lost  sheep,  to 
faith  (this  feels  good  and  seems  introduce  people  to  Jesus  Christ, 
goocUo  l  m  going  to  do  it!).  ,  the  only  One  who  can  bring  them 

Christianity  is  not  just  a  commit-  to  God.  No  man  comes  to  the 
ment  to  go  see  ‘ole  God  when  we  Father  except  through  Jesus! 
die;  it  is  a  commitment  to  make  a  “While  it  is  called  today,”  we 
difference  for  him  in  this  world  need  to  revise  our  priorities  and  get 
to^y-  on  with  our  mission!  If  we  are  not 

With  our  new  president,  God  may  readyjo  again  assume  our  responsi- 
be  teaching  us  the  result  of  mis-  bility,  then  shouldn’t  we  expect  a  _ 

*0?  di^Pef?e  ^  “s*™**”  wake-up  call  from  our  Father?  nation  over  to  reprobate  minds  and 
rather  than^*life  insurance,  kfay  Speaking  of  disturbing...!  false  teachers. 

God  will  not  always  strive  with  Charles  M.  Ward 

man,  or  Southern  Baptists!  Grenada 

Claude  A.  Luttrell 

Jackson  Understands  workings? 

Stop  homosexual  hill  Don  McGregor’s  letter  in  the 
Edta*:  Baptist  Record  of  Jan.  28  fasci- 

The  American  people  were  nates  me.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  is 
warned  in  this  newspaper  of  the  the  one  who  does  not  understand 
insidious  agenda  of  Bill  Clinton  how  the  Southern  Baptist  COnven- 


Ellisville 


Wouldn’t  you  like  to  see 
your  Church  Newsletter 
on  the  front  page  of 


‘(Kljfc  baptist 


for  details  write: 

Teresa  Dickens 
y  The  Baptist  Record 

\  P.O.Box  530 

Jackson,  MS  39205 
\\  or  call  (601)  968-3800 
ext.  3815 
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Diana  Garland  named 
Southern  Seminary  dean 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Diana  1970,  has  been  dean  of  the  Carv- 
S.  Richmond  Garland  has  been  er  School  since  its  establishment 
named  dean  of  the  Carver  School  of  in  1984.  While  she  was  dean. 
Church  Social  Work  at  Southern  Southern  became  the  nation's 
Seminary  effective  Aug.  1.  only  seminary  to  offer  a  fully 

Garland,  a  social  work  profes-  accredited  master  of  social  wort: 
sor  at  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  school  degree. 

since  1980,  succeeds  C.  Anne  Diana  Garland  currently  serves 
Davis  who  announced  last  fall  as  C.  Edwin  Gheens  associate 
she  would  stop  down  from  the  professor  of  Christian  family 
deanship  to  devote  more  time  to  ministry  and  directs  the  semi- 
teaching  and  writing.  nary’s  Gheens  Center  for  Cbrist- 

Davis,  a  faculty  member  since  ian  Family  Ministry. 

California  Baptists  tap  Ellison 
to  lead  WMU/women’s  programs 

FRESNO,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Edna  M.  Ellison,  editor  of  Royal  Service  for 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  auxiliary  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
*vas  elected  WMU/  women’s  ministry  director  for  the  California  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Jaa  28. 

A  native  of  South  Carolina,  Ellison  taught  high  school  English  IS  years 
Will  Berger  of  Ripley  will  pre-  Prior  to  her  WMU  service.  She  also  has  taught  English  on  the  college  level, 
sent  organ  recitals  at  three 
churches  during  the  pilgrimage  at 
Holly  Springs  on  April  16,  17, 
and  18.  The  55th  annual  pilgrim¬ 
age  is  an  excellent  outing  for 
church  groups. 


Janies  W.  Beasley  was  hon- 
’  «  *5%  *  Jr  orcd  by  First  Church,  Crystal 

Springs.  Jan.  17,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  20th 

anniversary  as 
$$$%*  minister  of  Jr 
music.  Testi- 

re-  A  ;  MR 

r»  rela- 

L  to  ser-  '* 

|J  '1  were 

*  a 

4b  ^^P  cate  °f  appreci-  ■% 

i  1  sln°tnedWabSyP' L. 

CVi'iT!1  6$  m  Graham  Smith,  director  of  the 

•  1  Church  Music  Department, 

; %  ,  2a  ,  1  MBCB.  Presentations  included  a 

As  I  book  of  letters,  a  resolution  from 

A  the  church,  a  plaque  in  recogni- 
"  tjon  0f  hjs  service,  and  a  mone- 
Arkabutla  Church,  Arkabutla,  honored  its  pastor,  Charles  Cavanaugh,  tary 
recently  on  his  10th  anniversary  of  service  to  the  church.  Pictured  with  ‘ 

him  is  his  wife,  Pam,  and  sons,  Micah  and  Daniel. 

The  department  of  music  at  be  Kevin  Crane,  Amy  Longmire 
MC  will  present  a  recital  of  songs  Mary  Lou  Lott,  Richard  Joiner, 
composed  by  James  Sdater,  pro-  Cheryl  Coker,  and  Cynthia  Cole- 
fessor  of  music,  Feb.  23,  at  8:15  man.  Accompanists  will  be  Patri- 
p.m.  in  Aven  Auditorium.  Fea-  cia  Walston,  Carol  Joy  Sparkman, 
hired  vocalists  for  the  evening  will  and  Toby  Tenbet. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


according  to  co-chair  Red  Wolfe,  em  Baptist  churches  and  deter- 
pastor  of  Cottage  Hill  Church  in  mine  what’s  working  and  what’s 
Mobile,  Ala.  Frank  Pollard,  pas-  not  working.”  Co-chair  is  Sarah 
tor  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  Maddox  of  Brentwood,  Term. 

Miss.,  is  the  other  co-chair.  The  multi-ethnic  advisory  study 

“We  took  a  glance  at  our  past,  group  has  completed  its  report 
our  present,  and  where  we  want  to  after  meeting  Dec.  3  and  Jan.  14  at 
go,"  Wolfe  said.  The  group  plans  the  Dallas-Ffort  Worth  Airport  Co¬ 
lo  hear  four  experts  in  areas  such  chairs  are  George  Harris,  pastor  of 
as  urban  settings  and  social  min-  Castle  Hills  First  Church  in  San 
istries  at  its  second  meeting  in  late  Antonio,  Texas,  and  James  Sem- 
February.  pie,  director  of  the  state  missions 

The  women’s  ministries  group,  commission  of  the  Baptist  General 
which  held  its  first  meeting  Jan.  Convention  of  Texas. 

14-15  in  Nashville,  is  seeking  “to  Lawson  writes  for  BSSB. 
determine  the  needs  of  Christian 

and  non-Christian  women  in  this  wl _ ± _ 

decade,"  according  to  Susie  OTlSSlOUary 

Hawkins  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  Vahtc 

“We  are  to  study  what  is  being  ilCWB 

offered  for  women  through  South-  ^^^^^^SSSSAAASSSASm 


STUDY 

From  page  3 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


pastor  of  New  Hope  Church  in 
Fayetteville,  Ga.  They  are  involv¬ 
ing  youth  ministers,  pastors,  evan¬ 
gelists,  and  state  convention  per¬ 
sonnel  with  their  group,  which  is 
co-chaired  by  Texas-based  evan¬ 
gelist  Rodney  Gage. 

“We’re  developing  a  strategy  to 
help  churches  reach  young  people 
whether  they  have  a  full-time, 
part-time,  or  volunteer  youth  min¬ 
ister,”  Reighard  said. 

At  its  first  meeting  Jan.  7-8  in 
Dallas,  the  reaching  America  study 
group  began  developing  a  purpose 
statement  and  defining  its  goals. 


MORGANTOWN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Natchsz,  is  tanking  a 
full-time  music  and  youth  staff 
person.  Resumes  should  be  sent 
to  Search  Committee,  Morgan¬ 
town  Baptist  Church,  2164  Sec¬ 
ond  St.,  Natchez.  MS  30120; 
phone  (601)  442-2703.  Pastor  is 
Dr.  James  Walters. 


others;  January  10-14, 1004;  sells 
out  quickly;  for  info  send  SASE  to 
Phil  Turner,  P.O.  Box  882, 
Brookhaven.  MS  30601;  (601) 
833-2507. 


Paula  Smith,  missionary  to 
Uruguay,  is  in  the  Stales  (address: 
P.O.  Box  185,  North  Carrollton, 
MS  38947).  She  was  born  in 
Greenwood  and  considers  North 
Carrollton  her  hometown. 


THE  COMMUNITY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  is 
presently  looking  for  a  part  time 
minister  of  music  and  youth.  Any 
individual  who  is  interested  should 
mail  a  resume  to:  Community 
Baptist  Church,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairman,  2490  Yorkville 
Road  East.  Columbus,  MS  39702 
or  they  may  call  327-5306  or  328- 
2105. 


Glen  Jen¬ 
nings  recently 
accepted  the 
pastorate  of 
New  Home 
Church,  Smith 
County.  New 
Home  Church 
will  celebrate  its 
centennial  on 
Aug.  29. 


ibis,  he  received  The  address  listed  Jan.  28  for 
uversity  of  Ten-  Jeffery  and  Neil  Gum,  missknar- 
us  place  of  ser-  fes  to  Colombia,  was  incorrect, 
rch,  Poikville  Their  adress  is:  Apart  ado  Aereo 
6613,  Cali,  Colombia. 

•is,  a  native  of 

pastor  of  Hepz-  ■pMmmMm 
ibuta,  effective  B 


ADOPTION:  Creative,  fun-loving 


We’ll  provide  a  secure,  happy 
home,  and  a  bright  future  for  your 
precious  baby.  Please  call  Jan 
and  Michael  collect  (802)  235- 
2312. 


Hal  Kitchings  has  resigned  at  Bill  Barton,  executive  director 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  of  the  Homes  of  Grace,  has  been 
to  accept  the  pastorate  of  First  called  as  interim  pastor  of  Wade 
Church.  Middleburg,  Fla.  He  is  the  Church,  Pascagoula.  He  goes  to 
son  of  Harold  Kitchings.  who  was  Wade  after  serving  at  Parkway, 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist  Pascagoula. 

Foundation  prior  to  his  death.  He  T‘ 
is  also  a  grands  hi  of  A.A.  Kitch- 

ings,  long  time  professor  at  Mis-  McLaurin 

sissippi  College  Heights 

H  Church,  Pearl, 

^  has  called  Steve 

'  Jackson  as  pas¬ 

tor.  Jackson  is 
former  pastor  of 
East  End 

„  Church.  Coium- 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
fro*  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 


EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  main¬ 
tenance  man  available  for 
employment  Cal  Gone  Prescott 
(601)373-7465 


Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451. 


NATIONAL  CHURCH  FURNI¬ 
TURE  manufacturer  since  1960 
seeks  ful/part  time  sales  rep  in  S. 
Mississippi.  Commission  safes. 


Bo  Parker  has  resigned  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music  and  youth  of  Glade 
Church,  Laurel,  effective  Jan.  31. 
He  served  at  Glade  Church  for  2V2 
years. 

Concord  Church,  Priahatdue, 


CHRISTIAN  CRUISE  with 
Charles  Stanlsy.  Kay  Arthur, 
Grsatsr  Vision.  The  Melons .  A 


els  nssdsd.  Call  Stsvs  Smith 
(800)  234-6624. 


Smell  something  funny? 
Could  be  serious. 


Gulfshore,  Central  Hills 
seek  summer  staffers 

Gulfshore  Assembly  and  Central  Dan  West,  Central  Hills  Retreat  Batesville,  will  hold  dedication 
Hills  Retreat  are  accepting  appli-  director,  at  the  BSU  Centers  on  services  for  its  fellowship  hall  on 
cations  for  employment  for  the  the  following  campuses:  Feb.  22  March  28  at  1:30-3:30  p.m.  A 
1993  summer  staff.  —  Mississippi  Delta  Community  1,0011  mea*  will  be  served  in  fel- 

Gulfshore  Assembly  begins  its  College,  11:30  a.m.;  Delta  State,  3  lowship  hall.  John  W.  Stewart  is 
summer  program  on  May  15  and  p.m.;  Feb.  23  —  Blue  Mountain  P*5*01-- 
continues  through  Aug.  7.  Avail-  College,  11:30  a.m.;  Ole  Miss,  3 

able  positions  for  college  age  p.m.;  Northwest  Mississippi  Com-  Gatesville  Church,  Copiah 
applicants  include  food  services,  munity  College,  7  p.m.;  Feb.  24  County,  held  a  surprise  Roland 
Red  Cross  trained  lifeguards,  —  Mississippi  State  University,  Dear  Appreciation  Day  with  din¬ 
housekeeping,  registration  and  11  a.m.;  Feb.  25  —  Northeast  ncr  in  fellowship  hall,  Jan.  31. 
office,  first  aid,  and  grounds  and  Mississippi  Community  College,  Dear  b*s  been  song  director  for 
maintenance.  *  *  10:30  a.m.;  Itawamba  Community  fivc  years-  Millard  Mackey  is  pas- 

Central  Hills  Retreat  will  begin  College,  3  pjn.;  March  1  —  East  tor- 
staff  orientations  June  6  and  the  Central.  Community  College, 
final  work  day  will  be  Aug.  6.  11:30  a.m.;  Mississippi  College, 

College  age  young  men  are  need-  B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center,  3 
ed  to  serve  as  counselors,  activity  p.m.;  March  2  —  Hinds  Commu- 

instmctors,  and  operations  work-  nity  College,  11  a.m  . _ 

ers.  Activity  leadership  is  needed  Community  College,  3  p.m.; 
for  horseback  riding,  riflery.  Southwest  Mississippi  Communi- 
archery,  the  ropes  course,  handi-  ty  College,  5  p.m.;  March  3  — 
crafts,  and  camp  craft  skills.  Jones  County  Junior  College,  11 
American  Red  Cross  certified  life-  a.m.;  and  March  4  —  William 
guards  are  needed  for  the  swim-  Carey  College,  Lawrence  Hall,  11 
ming  pool  and  at  the  lake  for-  Lin.;  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
canoeing  activity.  sissippi,  3:30  pjn. 

Application  forms  for  both  For  more  information,  write  to 
Gulfshore  and  Central  Hills  are  Summer  Employment,  Gulfshore 


Just  for  the  Record 


Liberty  Church,  Monroe  Association,  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire 
Walnut  Grove  Church,  Leake  in  February,  1992.  The  new  sanctuary  and  education  building  dedicated 
Association,  exceeded  its  goal  for  on  Dec.  6  is  pictured.  William  Cook, 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer-  chapel  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Co-Lin  *“8  for  Foreign  Missions,  with  a  ing."  The  chapel  gave  the  church  a 
final  total  of  $2,785.46.  Walnut  plant  was  being  rebuilt. 

Grove  Church  was  organized  in 
1847.  John  H.  Pace  Jr.  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Poplarville, 
went  over  its  goal  of  $6,500  for 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing,  giving  a  total  of  $6,641.03. 

Alma  Castleberry  is  WMU  direc¬ 
tor.  Bob  Rogers  is  pastor. 

The  Cumberland  Boys  will 

Crform  at  First  Church,  Rich- 
id,  Feb.  20,  7  p.m.  The  male 

Kartet  has  appeared  on  “Hee 
w,”  “Opryland  USA,”  and  the 
“Grand  Ole  Opry.”  Admission  is 
free;  a  love  offering  will  be 
accepted. 

Longino  Church,  Neshoba 
Association,  will  host  the  “Eye¬ 
witness  Quartet”  and  “Heaven 
Bound”  in  a  gospel  singing,  Feb. 

27  at  7  p.m.  Gene  Higginbotham 
is  pastor. 

Beiden  Church,  Belden,  has  a 

baptistmal  picture  to  give  away. 

The  picture  measures  approxi¬ 
mately  1 17"  long  and  54"  wide.  If 
you  have  a  need  for  this  item,  call 
the  church  office  at  (601)  842- 
6341  between  8  a.m.  and  12  p.m. 

Conference  for  caregivers 
scheduled  February  15 

A  collaboration  of  mental  professor  and  assistant  professor 

i***  u — 1  — 1  -  of  psychiatry,  respectively,  at 

UMC;  Ron  Mumbower,  director 
of  counseling  at  First  Church, 

Jackson;  and  James  Griffith, 

Melissa  Griffith,  and  Jenny  Free- 
dle  of  the  Family  Therapy  Pro¬ 
gram  at  UMC.  Workshops  are 
concurrent.  Participants  may 
attend  any  two. 

The  program  begins  at  9  a.m., 

Feb.  15,  after  registration  at  8:30. 

It  concludes  at  4:40  that  afternoon. 

The  free  conference  is  offered 
ar  Madakasna,  pro-  by  Region  8  Mental  Health  Ser- 
’  vices  Center;  Mississippi  State 
Medical  Center;  Department  of  Mental  Health, 

,  associate  professor  University  Medical  Center 
of  psychiatry  at  UMC;  Judith  Department  of  Psychiatry;  Missis- 
Lyons,  director  of  the  Trauma  sippi  Psychological  Association; 

Recovery  Center,  Jackson  V.A.  Rankin  County  Schools,  Trauma 
Medical  Censer,  and  James  Street,  Recovery  Program,  Jackson  V.A. 
pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Jackson.  Medical  Center,  and  the  Missis- 
Afternoon  workshop  topics  will  sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
be  led  by  Carol  Sprayberry,  direc-  Pre- registration  is  required, 
tor  of  outpatient  services  for  Contact  Madakasira’s  office  at 
Weems  Mental  Health  Center,  (601)  984-5831.  Attendance  is 
Geary  Alford  and  Cheryl  Johnson,  limited  to  250  persons. 


High  School  Baptist  Young 
Men  can  be  SBC  pages 


Mississippi  Church  Media  Library  officers  met  recently  to  plan  for  the 
Nov.  12-13,  1993,  State  Church  Media  Library  Conference,  to  be  held  at 
First  Church,  Madison.  The  officers  are  (left  to  right):  front  row,  Joan 
Beasley,  Wesson,  president;  Billie  Breland,  Cleveland,  vice-president; 
Mary  Jo  Harrison,  Madison,  program  chairman;  second  row,  Dixie  Hicks, 
Greenville,  historian;  Juanita  Hight,  Louisville 


chairman;  Faye 


WANTED:  Crusade  Preachers,  Musicians, 
and  Laymen  and  Women  for  Partnership 
Evangelism.  RUSSIA  Crusades  June  17,- 
July  1. 1993 

Departure  from:  New  York  $2,049.00 
Atlanta  12,315  00 
Houston  $2,337.00 
Los  Angeles  $2.405  00 
Call  or  Write:  Dr.  Tom  Co* 

P  0  Bo*  2 

Mountamburg.  AR  72946 
Office:(S01)  369-4260  Fa*:  (501)  369-4039 


health,  school,  and  religious  orga-  of 
nizations  will  bold  a  conference 
for  caregivers,  Feb.  15,  at  the  Uni¬ 
versities  Center,  3825  Ridgewood 
Road,  Jackson. 

Objectives  of  the  conference 
include  raising  awareness  of  vari¬ 
ous  reactions  to  disasters  and 
teaching  specific  ways  to  help  vic¬ 
tims  of  crises,  such  as  the  torna¬ 
does  which  struck  21  Mississippi 
counties  last  November. 

Morning  plenary  sessions  will  be 
led  by  Sudhakar  T ' 
fcsnr  of  psychiatry.  University  of 
Mississippi  F‘  “ 

James  Griffith, 


First  Church,  Lauderdale: 
Feb.  21-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.  nightly;  James  Lewis,  pas¬ 
tor,  15th  Avenue,  Meridian, 
evangelist;  Brad  Jones,  Okla¬ 
homa,  music;  Mike  Russell,  pas¬ 
tor. 


Gulf  Coast  Church 


Resource  Exhibition 

Talk  direct  with  these  publishers: 

Abingdon  D.C.  Cook  G.T.  Luscombe 

Augsburg  Nav  Press  Convention  Press 

Artistic  Mfg  Concordia  Scripture  Press 

Broadman  Standard  Gospel  Light 

Review  and  order  Sunday  School  curriculum, 
1993  VBS  curricuhun,  bulletins,  church  supplies, 
and  Bible  study  imteriaL 

Feb.  25-26, 1993 

Thun.  4-7  pJiL,  FrL  9  a.m.-7  pan. 
Grand  Biloxi  Beach  Resort,  Hwy.  90,  Biloxi,  MS 


Diamondhead  Church  (Gulf 
Coast):  Feb.  14-17;  Sunday,  8:30 
a.m.  and  11  a.m.;  Sun. -Wed., 
6:30  p.m.;  Ken  Smith  of 
Staikville  and  Florida,  evangelist; 
John  Yates,  Yazoo  City  and  Jack- 
son,  music;  Fred  Womack,  pas¬ 
tor. 


Harrisville  (Simpson):  Area¬ 
wide  senior  adult  revival;  Feb. 
14-17;  Sunday,  10  a.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  11  a.m.;  Ed  Jenkins, 
Bogalusa,  La.,  evangelist;  Tom 
Larrimore,  Jackson,  music;  Den¬ 
nis  Allen,  pastor. 


Committee  of  Concern  was  wel¬ 
comed  enthusiastically  and  given 
the  endorsement  of  religious 
groups  and  the  news  media.  With¬ 
in  two  months,  $10,000  bad  been 
recent  days....  These  atrocious  donated  to  that  worthy  cause, 
acts,  whoever  may  be  responsible  In  all  of  the  SO  states  and  in  21 
for  them,  are  condemned  by  every  foreign  countries,  $129,000  and 
right  thinking  citizen.”  more  than  $375,000  in  non-mone- 

On  Sept.  9,  1964,  with  the  rally-  tary  contributions  were  raised  in 
ing  slogan  of  “Beauty  for  Ashes,”  28  months.  Approximately  half  the 
a  diverse  group  of  religious  lead-  funds  received  by  the  committee 
ers,  composed  of  Catholics,  Jews,  were  donated  by  Mississippians. 
Protestants,  whites,  and  blacks.  Bill  Davis  saw  the  tangible 
met  in  the  chapel  of  the  Baptist  results  accomplished  by  the  Corn- 
Building  in  Jackson  in  a  hum  am-  mittee  of  Concern,  but  he  also  saw 
tarian  expression  of  Mississippi’s  even  more  important  intangible 
religious  community.  The  Com-  results.  The  Committee  showed 
mittee  numbered  23,  and  Davis  that  love  and  cooperation  are 
was  named  chairman.  The  state-  stronger  weapons  than  hate  and 
ment  of  purpose  adopted  by  the  violence  for  solving  racial  prob- 
Committee  was  to  attain  beauty  lems. 

and  goodwill:  “Through  personal  William  Penn  Davis  retired  from 
acts  of  concern  and  compassion  by  his  official  race-relations  work 
Jews  and  Christians  throughout  several  years  ago  (1971).  He  con- 
our  state,  we  hope  that  a  new  spirit  tinued  to  reside  in  Mississippi 
of  goodwill  springs  up  to  ‘let  jus-  until  his  death  (in  1989)  and,  even 
tice  roll  down  like  waters  and  in  retirement,  maintained  his  corn- 
righteousness  like  an  overflowing  mitment  to  improving  race  rela- 
stream.’”  tions  and  human  rights  for  his 

News  of  the  formation  of  the  “brothers”  and  “sisters.” 


Southern  Baptists  explore 
church  growth  in  the  ’90s 


SMOKE 

From  page  2 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (BP)  —  Tennessee,  and  Texas  he  had  dis-  and  becoming  aware  of  the  sur- 
Change,  survival,  and  growth  for  covered  churches  which  are  chal-  rounding  culture.  He  said  available 
churches  in  the  ’90s  were  topics  lenging  people  to  be  more  than  helps  were  On  Becoming  A 
addressed  Dec.  14-15  at  a  South  they  thought  they  could  be  are  see-  Leader  by  Warren  Bennis  and 
Central  Models  for  Ministry  Con-  ing  rapid  growth  and  change.  Transforming  Leadership  by 

ference.  “In  today’s  world  more  adults  are  Leighton  Ford. 

Central  Baptist  Church  of  North  engaged  in  the  weekly  study  of  the  Bryson  emphasized  a  genuine 
Little  Rock,  a  church  that  has  expe-  Scriptares  than  ever  before,”  leader  operates  out  of  a  sense  of 
rienced  numerical  growth  for  12  Schaller  said.  “But  these  classes  who  one  is  rather  than  what  one 
years,  hosted  the  event  sponsored  are  not  meeting  on  Sunday.”  does.  “Jesus  knew  what  he  was 

by  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Co-  He  praised  Southern  Baptist  and  that  he  was  ‘about  the  Father’s 
sponsors  were  North  Pulaski  Bap-  leaders  in  the  Pulaski  County  area  business,”’  Bryson  said.  “As  a 

list  Association  and  the  Arkansas  for  the  establishment  of  85  new  leader,  you  must  continue  in  your 

Baptist  State  Convention.  congregations  as  the  result  of  a  mental,  spiritual,  and  emotional 

Change  and  commitment  were  22%  population  growth.  “Other  growth  so  you,  too,  can  reach  out 
the  two  needs  sounded  by  speaker  denominations  have  shown  mem-  in  a  dynamic  way  to  a  world  in 
and  seminar  leaders  for  Southern  bership  decreases  in  that  20-year  need. 

Baptist  churches  to  survive  and  period,”  Schaller  said.  “But  “Do  not  be  impulsive  in  your 
grow  in  the  ’90s.  because  of  your  vision  to  launch  ministry.  Jesus  withdrew  to  pray 

“How  are  you  going  to  change  new  work.  Southern  Baptist  work  and  reflect.  Therefore,  you  must 
when  you  have  local  church  tradi-  in  your  county  shows  a  35%  reflect,  contemplate,  and  listen, 

tions?”  asked  Lyle  Schaller,  an  increase.”  seeking  a  vision  and  purpose  for 

author  and  church  consultant,  who  Harold  T.  Bryson,  professor  of  your  ministry.” 
was  the  conference’s  opening  preaching  and  chairman  of  pas-  Bobby  Waggoner,  pastor  of 
speaker  as  well  as  a  seminar  toral  ministries  at  New  Orleans  Liberty  Baptist  Church  in 
leader.  Seminary,  led  seminars  on  leader-  Flowood,  Miss.,  said,  “I  am  glad 

“Change  will  come  if  you  don’t  ship  dynamics  needed  for  today’s  that  I  could  participate  in  this  con- 
touch  what  is  status  quo,”  Schaller  “global  village.”  ference.  I  came  seeking  ways  to 

said.  “You  can  begin  a  successful  “Our  village  is  one  of  increased  improve  my  leadership  skills  and 
change  that  will  lead  to  growth  if  population  and  technology  filled  ways  of  reaching  the  younger  pro- 
you  begin  with  something  you  are  with  racial,  moral,  educational,  fessional  couples  who  have  moved 
pretty  sure  will  not  create  opposi-  family,  and  addiction  problems,”  into  our  rapidly  growing  area.” 
tion,  such  as  the  addition  of  either  Bryson  declared.  Cleophus  Rawls,  pastor  of  West 

a  Sunday  evening  or  early  Sunday  “Churches  continue  with  their  Batesville  Baptist  Church,  Bates- 
moming  worship  service.  Howev-  same  ministry  methods  to  an  ever-  ville.  Miss.,  said  sessions  had  chal- 
er,  don’t  overwhelm  your  congre-  changing  world,”  he  said.  lenged  participants  to  return  to 

gation.  Make  your  changes  one  at  Bryson  said  areas  where  church-  their  local  churches  with  a  sense  of 
a  time,  giving  them  time  to  es  can  change  include:  moving  conviction  on  moral  issues,  and  a 
adjust.”  away  from  structuralism;  becom-  deeper  commitment  to  bring  the 

He  told  participants  from  ing  more  people  centered;  moving  unsaved  to  Christ,  to  remove  racial 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  away  from  programs  to  ministries;  barriers,  and  to  demonstrate  love. 


Beliefs  among  Americans 
stronger  than  Europeans 


beliefs  more  strongly  than  do  cans,  79%  of  Europeans. 

Western  Europeans.  —  Belief  in  life  after  death:  65% 

That’s  the  conclusion  of  new  of  Americans,  52%  of  Europeans, 
research  recently  reported  by  the  —  Belief  in  heaven:  78%  of 
Gallup  Organization  through  the  Americans,  47%  of  Europeans. 
Princeton  Religion  Research  Cen-  —  Belief  in  hell:  60%  of  Ameri- 
ter.  cans,  24%  of  Europeans. 

The  findings  are  based  on  a  large  —  Belief  in  the  devil:  55%  of 
study  of  the  values  of  Europeans  Americans,  27%  of  Europeans, 
begun  in  1990  but  only  recently  —  Religious  upbringing  as  chil- 
re ported.  dren:  89%  of  Americans,  74%  of 

The  Gallup  Organization  previ-  Europeans, 
ously  has  found  a  significant  gap  — Belong  to  a  religious  denomi- 
between  what  Americans  say  they  nation  or  express  a  religious  pref- 
believe  and  how  they  practice  erence:  89%  both  Americans  and 
those  beliefs.  But  on  most  issues,  Europeans. 

Western  Europeans  don’t  even  —  Attend  church  or  synagogue 
claim  a  level  of  religious  practice  weekly:  42%  of  Americans,  24% 
similar  to  Americans,  the  new  of  Europeans. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
'’Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
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sibly  the  most  reprehensible  publi¬ 
cation  in  the  history  of  Christen¬ 
dom,”  the  Southern  Baptist 
Communicator,  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Watchman.  The  three 
publications  have  generally  been 
identified  with  the  conservative 
movement  in  the  SBC. 

Also  listed  by  the  group  were  the 
Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Conference  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Evangelists,  “none  of 
which  have  an  affiliation  (legal 
relationship)  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.” 

Guenther  said  the  denomination¬ 
al  relations  group,  however,  is  the 
only  one  which  is  a  Tennessee  cor¬ 
poration  and  it  is  not  the  first  time 
the  SBC  has  acted  to  protect  the 
convention’s  legal  rights  regarding 
the  names  of  Tennessee  corpora¬ 
tions. 


2  and  1 5  Passenger  Vans  & 
Mini-Vans  Available 

We  are  now  booking 
reservations  for  van  and  car  rentals 


Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601 )  684-2900  1  -800-748-8681 


Uniform 

Called  to  proclaim 


By  Chuck  Pourdau 
Romans  10:5-17 


Recently  I  was  greeting  church  members  before  Sunday 
School  when  one  told  me  that  she  had  missed  me  at  a  civic 
function  the  previous  evening.  I  expressed  my  sorrow  at 
missing  it  and  thought  little  else  of  it.  Yet  after  the  third 
person  told  me  that  I  had  been  missed  at  this  function  I  got 
a  bit  more  interested.  In  fact  the  third  person  said,  “It  was 
all  right.  Another  pastor  was  there  and  he  led  in  the  invoca¬ 
tion”  I  then  inquired  further  and  discovered  that  I  had  been 
listed  on  the  program  as  the  one  praying  the  invocation. 
When  I  expressed  my  surprise  she  said,  “You  mean  you 
didn’t  know?”  To  which  I  replied,  “How  could  I?  Nobody 
told  me.” 

Paul  expressed  the  importance  of  people  trusting  Jesus  as 
Savior.  Yet  he  also  pointed  out  that  they  couldn’t  trust  in 
Christ  if  nobody  told  them.  Therefore,  we  are  given  the 
great  responsibility  of  telling  them.  What  does  Paul  here 
teach  us  about  telling  them? 

Salvation  by  works  is  impossible  (w.  5-7).  The  essence 
of  these  verses  is  that  righteousness  by  faith  is  God-cen¬ 
tered  while  righteousness  by  works  is  man-centered.  Pant 
showed  that  man  did  nothing  to  bring  Jesus  to  earth  (v.  6), 
and  man  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  resurrection  (v.  7).  It 
was  all  in  the  hands  of  God.  Thus,  salvation  is  solely  an  act 
of  God. 

This  is  both  good  and  bad  news.  It  is  bad  news  for  those 
who  attempt  to  work  their  way  to  heaven  by  being  good  or 
religious.  That  is  what  the  Jews  were  attempting  to  do,  so 
Paul  was  warning  them  how  foolish  it  was  to  try  to  work 
your  way  to  God.  Yet  it  is  good  news  in  that  nothing  in 
one’s  past  can  disqualify  him  for  instantaneous  salvation. 
When  we  get  something  on  a  great  deal  and  it  does  not 
work  out,  we  say,  “You  get  what  you  pay  for.”  Yet 
although  we  do  nothing  to  achieve  salvation,  it  is  not  free. 
We  get  what  Jesus  paid  for. 

Salvation  by  grace  through  faith  is  a  necessity  (w.  8- 
11).  In  verse  9  Paul  taught  that  faith  has  both  an  internal 
and  external  manifestation.  The  external  aspect  of  faith  i 
the  confession  of  Jesus  as  Lord.  This  is  simply  to  trust  tb 
Lord  with  your  life,  allow  him  to  have  complete  control. 
When  God  enters  a  sinner’s  life  there  will  be  a  noticeable 
difference.  The  internal  aspect  of  faith  is  to  “believe  in  your 
heart  that  God  has  raised  him  from  the  dead.”  Therefore, 
the  one  element,  faith,  is  manifested  in  two  different 
spheres,  the  heart  and  the  lifestyle.  If  faith  is  not  in  evi¬ 
dence  in  the  lifestyle,  it  is  doubtful  that  it  exists  in  the  heart. 

Salvation  is  available  to  all  (vv.  12-13).  During  the  first 
century  there  were  many  clearly-drawn  social  and  religious 
lines.  The  Jews  hated  all  non- Jews  and  tookjpride  in  their 
prejudicial  attitude.  Paul  here  gave  that  attitude  tTdeath 
blow  when  he  wrote  that  there  was  no  difference  between 
Jew  and  Gentile,  because  the  same  Lord  is  Lord  of  all  peo¬ 
ple.  “ Everyone  who  calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  be 
saved”  (v.  13). 

Too  often  we  narrow  our  field  of  evangelism  to  those 
who  are  just  like  we  are.  Paul  wrote  that  God’s  offer  of 
grace  was  extended  to  all.  We  need  to  take  advantage  of  all 
witnessing  opportunities  that  come  our  way.  You  do  not 
have  to  knock  on  a  prospect’s  door  with  a  witnessing  part¬ 
ner  to  do  evangelism.  Take  advantage  of  all  the  small 
opportunities  to  share  your  faith.  You  never  Enow  which 
one  will  produce  a  great  harvest. 

The  gospel  must  be  carried  by  a  messenger  (w.  14- 
17).  Paul  showed  the  Romans  that  God  had  chosen  to 
spread  the  gospel  through  his  redeemed  messengers  (v.  14). 
Paul  here  constructed  a  chain  with  four  links  The  fourth 
link  is  to  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  faith.  third 
link  is  to  hear  the  gospel.  The  second  link  is  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel.  The  first  link  is  the  sending  of  the  preacher. 
The  first  link  is  God’s  responsibility,  and  he  has  done  his 
part.  He  sends  us  out  as  his  messengers.  The  last  two  links 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  one  who  needs  Christ.  The  sec¬ 
ond  link,  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  is  our  responsibility. 
We  all  know  the  old  cliche':  “A  chain  is  only  as  strong  as 
its  weakest  link.”  If  we  fail,  the  chain  is  broken. 

It  is  vital  that  each  of  us  take  seriously  God’s  command 
to  be  his  witnesses.  Be  sure  one  of  your  loved  ones  does 
not  say  when  standing  before  God,  “Nobody  told  me.” 
Pourdau  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Louisville. 


Bible  Book  - 

Laments  concerning  enemies 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 
Psalms  58 


Outside  a  prison  cell,  children  quietly  assembled.  Each 
gave  to  a  small  girl  a  slip  of  paper  upon  which  was 
scrawled  a  love  note  for  the  prisoner  inside.  The  barred 
window  was  quite  high,  so  the  petite  girl  climbed  on  the 
shoulders  of  toe  tallest  boy.  He  hoisted  her  high  enough  so 
her  outstretched  hand  could  pass  the  bundle  of  love  notes  to 
the  prisoner  inside.  The  paper  could  be  heard  fluttering  to 
the  floor  of  the  prison  cell.  The  children  were  still  and 
silent,  anxiously  awaiting  the  sound  of  the  prisoner’s  scuf¬ 
fling  feet,  as  he  would  gather  up  the  scraps  of  paper.  The 
children  owed  the  prisoner  a  great  debt  They  were  orphans 
and  he  had  taken  diem  in.  He  was  kind  and  gentle.  He 
shared  with  them  the  love  of  God.  He  loved  them  when  no 
one  else  seemed  to  care.  Tears  filled  the  eyes  of  each  child 
as  they  heard  his  tired  body  slump  to  the  cell  floor. 

Every  day  these  grateful  children  delivered  a  new  bundle 
of  love  notes  —  each  one  lovingly  addressed  to  the  person 
they  loved  the  most.,  their  dear  St.  Valentine.  One  tradition 
tells  us  St.  Valentine  was  imprisoned  and  later  executed  by 
the  Roman  government  on  Feb.  14, 269  A.D.  What  was  his 
crime?  He  refused  to  worship  the  Roman  gods  and  gave  his 
total  undivided  love  tor  Jesus  Christ. 

The  history  of  the  church  is  filled  with  enemies  which 
have  sought  to  destroy  it.  The  psalmist  also  had  his  ene¬ 
mies. 

The  unjust  (58:3-5).  This  is  a  Psalm  about  injustice. 
Some  think  David  wrote  this  Psalm  during  the  rebellion  of 
his  own  son,  Absalom.  Others,  during  the  period  in  which 
David  was  hiding  from  Saul.  In  either  setting,  David 
expresses  his  utmost  contempt  for  the  abuse  of  power 
which  is  sometimes  executed  by  the  unjust.  In  verse  1 
David  asks  a  question  directed  at  the  judicial  powers  to  be, 
“Do  you  judge  fairly?”  The  phrase  “sons  of  men”  serves  to 
remind  them  that  their  power  is  derived  from  men  and  their 
use  of  it,  for  the  cause  of  righteousness,  will  one  day  be 
examined  by  the  true  God  who  judges  the  hearts  of  men. 
Why  would  Saul  or  Absalom  act  in  such  a  wicked  manner 
towards  a  friend  and  father?  How  could  they  strike  sudden¬ 
ly  with  the  viciousness  of  a  snake?  Verse  3  reminds  us  of 
the  total  depravity  of  man. 

The  “wicked  go  astray  from  the  womb”  refers  to  the 
inborn  tendency  of  man  to  sin.  The  word  “go  astray”  is  the 
same  word  used  in  Isaiah  53:6:  “All  we  like  sheep  have 
gone  astray.”  Sheep  do  not  have  to  be  taught  to  go  astray.  It 
is  their  natural  tendency.  The  unjust  act  unjust  because  they 
are  unjust 

Prayer  for  God  to  punish  the  unjust  (58:6-11).  The 
phrase  “young  lions”  conjures  up  images  of  the  shepherd 
David  protecting  his  sheep  from  their  most  dreaded  enemy. 
Perhaps  David  watched  as  he  saw  a  helpless  lamb  caught  in 
the  jaws  of  a  bloodthirsty  lion.  He  would  spring  into  action 
to  protect  his  flock.  He  uses  this  picture  to  call  on  God  to 
protect  his  people  who  are  the  sheep  of  his  flock.  David 
recognizes  all  earthly  power  must  answer  to  the  higher 
heavenly  authority. 

A  prayer  for  God  to  destroy  His  enemies  (83:13-18). 
Why  would  we  want  God  to  destroy  His  enemies?  Verse  16 
supplies  the  answer  “Cover  their  faces  with  shame  so  that 
men  will  seek  your  name,  O  Lord.”  God’s  purpose  in  the 
destruction  of  those  who  oppose  him  is  to  bring  about  the 
conversion  of  men. 

Recently  an  evil  dictator  in  Romania  was  executed  and  a 
new  democratic  government  installed.  The  destruction  of 
this  human  enemy  of  God  paved  the  pathway  for  an  open 
door  policy  to  evangelize.  Just  this  past  year,  several  people 
from  our  association  witnessed  hundreds  of  Romanians 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior.  God’s  hand  of  providence  in 
striking  down  this  ruthless  enemy  of  the  Word  led  to  the 
salvation  of  many. 

A  curse  on  God’s  enemies  (137:7-9).  Babylon  and  the 
Edomites  were  cruel  enemies  to  the  Israelites.  Even  though 
the  Edomites  were  the  descendants  of  Esau,  they  were 
Israel’s  enemies  throughout  history.  Here  the  psalmist  is 
reminding  himself  of  the  fact  that  historically,  God  has 
always  brought  a  curse  on  those  who  oppose  his  plans  and 
purposes.  His  children  pan  take  comfort  that  God  will 
avenge  his  people. 

Hughes  is  pastor,  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 


Life  and  Work 

The  path  of  struggle 

©By  Laura  Russell 

Genesis  28:12-17;  19-22 

Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  are  among  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  people  in  the  Old  Testament.  It  must  be  noted  that  this 
significance  is  not  based  upon  their  personal  characters,  but 
upon  the  character  of  God.  These  men  were  not  the  perfect 
heroes  we  might  have  expected;  instead,  they  were  just  like 
us,  trying  to  please  God,  but  often  falling  short.  Jacob  was 
the  third  link  in  God’s  plan  to  start  a  nation  from  Abraham. 
The  success  of  that  plan  was  more  often  in  spite  of  than 
because  of  Jacob’s  life.  Jacob  is  an  example  of  a  person 

who  struggled  to  arrive  at  and  five  by  faith. 

The  Lord  speaks  to  Jacob  (vv.  12-15).  Jacob  was  evi¬ 
dently  exhausted  from  his  ragged  journey  because  he  slept 
on  a  stone  for  a  [allow.  During  that  night,  Jacob  dreamed 
and  in  that  dream  he  witnessed  a  ladder  that  connected  the 
earth  and  heaven.  He  saw  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and 
descending  upon  that  ladder.  At  the  top  of  the  ladder  which 
Jacob  sees  in  his  vision,  the  Lord  appears  and  addresses 
him  with  words  of  encouragement  and  hope.  We  need  to 
remember  that  Jacob  was  not  only  a  wanderer,  but  a  guilty, 
burdened,  and  remorseful  one.  He  had  not  deserved  a 
vision  of  God  but  he  needed  it.  The  Lord  takes  the  initiative 
in  offering  promises  of  blessing  to  those  who  have  done 
nothing  to  deserve  his  favor.  The  Lord’s  blessings  include 
his  presence,  care,  guidance,  and  faithfulness  to  his  promis¬ 
es. 

Jacob  is  in  awe  of  the  Lord  (w.  16-17).  Since  Jacob,  a 
sinful  man,  had  come  near  to  God,  this  nearness  caused 
fear.  Jacob  responded  with  reverential  awe.  To  him  that 
spot  was  transformed  into  the  house  of  God  and  the  gate  of 
heaven.  Jacob  was  profoundly  moved.  Perhaps  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life  he  was  conscious  of  the  presence  of  God  at 
his  side.  The  voice,  the  words  of  hope,  the  actual  presence 
of  God  brought  him  around  to  worship  and  awe  and  com¬ 
mitment 

Jacob  memorializes  his  encounter  (v.  19).  He  called  the 
name  of  the  place  Bethel,  House  of  God,  for  God  was  there. 
To  make  this  a  never-to-be-forgotten  experience,  he  set  up 
a  stone  pillar  to  indicate  that  this  was  a  holy  spot,  a  sanctu¬ 
ary  where  fellowship  with  God  would  always  be  possible. 
Bethel  was  a  significant  place  in  Jacob’s  life.  Jacob  person¬ 
ally  met  the  Lord  at  Bethel  and  reverently  responded  to 
God  there  through  worshipful  deeds.  Is  there  a  Bethel  in 
your  life?  Have  you  met  the  Lord  and  reverently  responded 
to  him  through  worshipful  words  and  deeds?  God  calls  you 
back  to  Bethel. 

Jacob  makes  a  vow  (w.  20-22).  At  first  glance  Jacob’s 
prayer  response  may  sound  like  a  bargain  that  he  would 
serve  the  Lord  only  under  certain  set  conditions.  However, 
God  had  already  promised  to  Jacob  all  that  Jacob  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  prayer.  His  prayer  was  confirmation  that  he 
believed  God  would  be  with  him  and  bring  him  home 
again.  He  believed  to  the  extent  that  he  promised  to  tithe 
and  to  build  an  altar  on  that  sacred  spot  and  maintain  it. 
Spiritually,  Jacob  had  a  long  #ay  to  go,  but  be  had  made 
progress  in  this  encounter  with  God.  God’s  willingness  to 
accept  Jacob  even  though  he  had  much  to  learn  is  evidence 
.of  his  grace. 

Can  you  think  of  times  when  God  has  made  himself 
known  to  you?  Do  you  allow  yourself  to  meet  him?  Are 
you  like  Jacob,  forcing  God  to  track  you  down  in  the 
wilderness  of  your  own  plans  and  mistakes?  Let  us  remem¬ 
ber  our  Bethels,  how  we  vowed  to  yield  ourselves  to  the 
Lord,  to  take  him  for  our  God,  and  to  devote  all  we  have 
and  are  to  his  glory. 

It  isn’t  the  thing  you  do,  dear, 

It’s  the  thing  you  leave  undone 
That  gives  you  a  bit  of  a  heartache 
At  the  setting  of  the  sun. 

The  tender  word  forgotten. 

The  letter  you  did  not  write. 

The  flowers  you  did  not  send,  dear, 

Are  your  haunting  ghosts  at  night. 

—  Margaret  E.  Sangster 

Russell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 


Mississippian  opens  way  for 
Cayman  Islands  SS  growth 


has  been  built  there,  but  no  orga¬ 
nized  work  is  being  done. 

GCB  allowed  Crider  to  meet 
live,  90  with  the  leaders  from  both  church¬ 
es,  observe  the  Sunday  School  in 
Plans  for  the  conference  had  action  at  each  church,  and  assist 
been  developing  for  six  months,  with  age-group  training. 

Chris  Rottenberger,  pastor,  and  On  Wednesday  night,  a  summa- 
Crider  met  during  Crider’s  June  ry  of  the  week  was  presented  with 
vacation  there.  Randy  Von  Kanel,  suggested  recommendations  from 
former  pastor  at  First  Church,  the  leadership  team.  The  guest 
Hattiesburg,  was  instrumental  in  team  was  from  First  Church, 
bringing  this  all  about.  Grand  Cayman,  each  member 

Rottenberger  pastors  two  small  paying  his  own  expenses  to  be 
churches  on  Brae,  each  having  invovled  in  this  “mission  ven- 
less  than  100  in  membership,  hire.” 

With  the  churches  located  on  After  the  weeklong  conference, 
opposite  ends  of  the  island.  Rot-  Crider  flew  back  to  Grand  Cay- 
tenberger  leads  Sunday  School  man  and  met  with  the  leaders  of 
and  worship  at  each  church  on  First  Church.  Ground  work  was 
Sunday  mornings,  rotating  each  made  for  their  GCB  Conference  in 
week.  On  Sunday  night  he  rotates  November  1993.  The  same  sched- 
between  the  two  churches  again,  ule  will  be  followed,  with  an  age- 
Laymen  in  each  church  “cover”  group  team  from  the  States  lead- 
the  services  when  he  is  unable  to  ing.  A  follow-up  meeting  will  be 
be  with  them.  held  on  Cayman  Brae  to  encour- 

Every  fourth  Sunday,  he  flies  to  age  and  redefine  goals  set  in  1992. 
Little  Cayman,  the  smallest  of  the  This  kind  of  experience  can  be 
three  islands,  and  conducts  Bible  duplicated  by  many  churches  in 
study  and  worship  for  the  100-  Mississippi  that  will  be  open  to 
Pastor  Chris  Rottenberger  &  family  plus  inhabitants.  A  small  chapel  the  possibilities  around  them. 


In  November  1992,  Bill  Crider,  was  two  small  churches  on  Cay- 
minister  of  education.  First  man  Brae.  Brae  is  a  small  island, 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  led  a  Great  12  miles  long  and  one  mile  wide, 
Commission  Breakthrough  (GCB)  where  about  1,400 
conference  in  the  Caribbean  miles  from  Grand  ( 
nation  of  the  Cayman  Islands. 

Three  islands  participated  in  the 
total  effort,  but  the  main  focus 


Bill  Crider  (right)  and  age-group  leaders  from  First  Church,  Grand  Cayman. 


New  breed  of  Christian  publisher  tailoring 
products  for  competitive,  changing  market 


people  jump  out  of  windows 
every  day;  better  windows, 
maybe,  but  they  jump  out  of 
them  every  day. 

“Do  you  know  bow  God  taught 
Paul  (contentment)?”  Dunn 
asked.  “He  reduced  Paul  to  just 
having  ’Jesus.”  While  Paul  was 
grateful  for  the  money  he 
received  from  churches,  he  was 
equally  satisfied  without  it. 
“Having  everything  cannot  take 
away  the  heartache,”  Dunn  said, 
“and  losing  everything  cannot 
take  away  the  joy.” 

•  Smith  is  a  student  writer  at 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (ABP)  —  “This  is  an  industry  in  flux.  You 
A  new  breed  of  Christian  con-  have  to  stay  on  top  of  trends.  You 
sumer  is  stalking  the  marketplace  have  to  meet  people’s  needs.” 
with  money  to  spend,  throwing  “Christianity  is  having  a 
the  religious  publishing  industry  midlife  crisis  because  it  doesn’t 
into  a  midlife  crisis. 

To  remain  profitable,  publish¬ 
ers  have  been  forced  to  search 
their  souls  as  never  before,  trying 
to  learn  the  trick  of  staying  com¬ 
petitive  as  the  rules  of  American 
Christianity  and  publishing 
change  before  their  eyes. 

“Publishers  are  starting  to  real¬ 
ize  they  can’t  just  ‘preach  to  the 
choir’  anymore,”  said  David 
Troutman,  religious  products  and 
marketing  agent  for  Ingram  Book 
Distributors,  a  book  wholesaler. 

“They  have  to  developmarket- 
smart  products,”  Troutrmhysaid. 

“Many  people  looking  for  reli¬ 
gious  books  aren't  looking  for  the 
latest  Jimmy  Swaggart.  They 
want  books  that  make  them  com-  | 
fortable  with  their  own  religious  ing  houses, 
questions.”  “As  Christianity  j 

The  new  consumers  are  tired  of  Christian  publishing 


Nelson  Publishers  of  Nashville, 
Term.,  which  is  home  to  several 


